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This thesis is to study factors bringing about the Thai government's policy to deploy
troops to join the peacekeeping operations mission in East Timor, known as the International
Force  East Timor (INTERFET). The thesis framework utilized as theory is the decision-
making approach developed by Richard C.Snyder, H.W.Bruck, and Burton Sapin.

The study found that the decision to deploy Thai soldiers to East Timor was to raise
the country's réputation and the Thai leaders’ roles in international affairs. The study also
found that participation in INTERFET helped create good confidence between Thailand and
the Western countries. By means of giving humanitarian aid and promoting democracy,
peacekeeping operations  East Timor was one of the most successful missions for the
Royal Thai Armed Forces. Eventually, the study has proven that the internal factors
especially the Thai leaders ambition and the external factors, namely, the international
supporting for humanitarian intervention in the framework of the United Nations were equally
important for the Thai Government's decision.
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