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The objective of this research is to study the relationship between sound and
meaning in Tal Yuan expressives. The data used for this analysis come from available
published materials and field data collected from Hangdong district.

The data have been divided mainly into 2 types according to their link to
meanings: complete link and completely conventional link. Moreover the data have
been divided into 5 perception subtypes. ear, eye, tongue, nose and touch. The
findings reveal that all phonological components can convey meanings. Initial and
final consonants convey the manner of movement and quality; vowels convey size,
quantity and shape; and reduplications convey the ideas of plurality. The relationship
between sound and meaning in Tai Yuan expressives can therefore be phonetically
explained.
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