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The monks' residence, the area where monks live and study, is an important part of the
temple.  the reign of Phrabatsomdej Phra Chomklaochaoyuhua, or King Rama IV, the King
diligently strived for the reformation of Buddhism since he was ordained as a monk. His most
remarkable achievement of that period was the establishment of the Dhammayuttika Nikaya sect.
After accession to the throne, he continued his numerous activities concerning on Buddhism, which
included buildings,the reconstruction and restoration of several temples.

The objective of this study is to investigate the rationale and development, architectural
characteristics and elements  the monks’ residences of the temples built, reconstructed and
restored by order of King Rama IV, which differed from those helonging to the previous reigns. The
study follows the historical study system as well as survey and data collection from Buddhist
architecture relating to King Rama IV. The information and data collected was analyzed to obtain
a conclusion on architectural values.

The results of the study indicate that, according to King Rama IV's long period in the
monkhood and his work in reforming Buddhism, Buddhist architecture created in his reign
emphasizes an accuracy and appropriateness based on rules and long-held traditions, and, most
importantly, the Dhamma Vinaya (Buddhist doctrines), which were investigated and verified while he
was a monk. As for architectural features, he conserved traditional Thai styles as well as revitalizing
the ancient Buddhist traditions, i.e. the determination of Serna boundary, which was the most
significant aspect that he emphasized. The elements of buildings and structures in the temple
precinct were characteristically developed, especially those influenced by Western art initiated by
contact with Western nations which thrived during his reign with Western art and technology being
transferred to Thailand as a consequence.
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