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This thesis is concerned with the study of the protected subject matter of traditional
knowledge under international organization's frameworks and foreign national provisions
in order to clarify the scope of subject matter of traditional knowledge that should be
protected under Thai laws.

The study shows that traditional knowledge is the result of intellectual activity, hence
traditional knowledge is considered to be one of the categories of intellectual property.
Due to the special characteristics of traditional knowledge which are in contrast to the
concepts of protecting usual intellectual properties, using existing intellectual property
system to protect traditional knowledge is unsuitable; moreover, existing intellectual property
system does not cover all the aspects of traditional knowledge. For that reason, traditional
knowledge of many countries, including of Thailand, was illicitly exploited and abused by
foreigners. Therefore, some countries protect their traditional knowledge by using
Sui Generis law. consideration of Thai traditional knowledge protection, the study
indicates that although there are Thai laws related to the protection of traditional knowledge
at present, which are the Plant Variety Protection Act B.E. 2542 and The Protection and
Promotion of Traditional Thai Medicinal Intelligence Act B.E. 2542, such laws cover only
some areas of Thai traditional knowledge.

From the said problems, there are necessities of Thailand to issue Sui Generis law
for the protection of traditional knowledge, covering tradition-based creativity in all
3 categories which are 1) Genetic Resources 2) Traditional Knowledge Innovation and

Creativity and 3) Expressions of Folklore.
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