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British rule over Java was a consequence of the Seven Years War and the Napoleonic Wars, 
which affected the Malay Peninsula and the East Indian Archipelago, and also the trading interests of 
the British in Bengal and China. Raffles played a key role in urging the governments in London and 
Bengal to annexe Java. Raffles’ policies in Java were aimed at introducing changes into Javanese 
society, ameliorating the living conditions of Javanese who had suffered from oppression by the 
Dutch officials and the Javanese elite. Improved living conditions would lead to increased 
productivity and trade, thus benefiting British interests. The role of the native elite was lessened, and 
direct rule instituted. Forced labour was abolished, and a land rent system introduced. Any 
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