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This thesis aims at studying the concepts and the symbols in Bun Paed
Muen Siphan Khan, the merit-making of 84,000 Dharma code of morality, at
Thamuang Village, Selaphum District, Roi-Et province. The abbot and the
villagers in this community invented a grand ritual of the third lunar month to
create faith in Buddhism. The research methodology included both documentary
research and field research. The researcher transcribed the Buddhist palm leaf
entiled Paed Muen Siphan Khan from northeastern dharma letters into central
Thai letters. Regarding fieldwork, the researcher interviewed the key informant
and relevant people and conducted participant observation in the merit-making of
84,000 Dharma during the years 2009-2010.

The analysis found that the abbot used three concepts in the invention of
this ritual. First, he used the concept of creating the ritual from Paed Muen Siphan
Khan palm leaf manuscript. Second, he used the concept of the villagers’ beliefin
the accumulation of Buddhist merit from participating in the merit-making
ceremony, and third, the concept of uniting the villagers in the ceremony. In this
ritual, many symbolic objects and activities were invented. The ritual objects were
created to represent the Buddhist Dharma, the offerings to the Buddha,supernatural
power and fertility. Regarding the symbolic ritual activities, the sound of the
monks’ chanting, the sound of the music and the ritual dance create the sacred
atmosphere ofthe ritual.

This thesis helps understand the Thai thought of the invention of the ritual
from a Buddhist narrative by re-interpreting the Buddhist palm leaf manuscript and
by concretizing the abstract number of the 84,000 codes of dharma into 84,000
pieces of the ritual objects, such as candles, incense sticks, lotuses, flags, rice, etc.,
This merit-making ofthe 84,000 dharma code of morality is thus an example of an
invented ritual by local Thai monks and villagers which can be perceived as a
means to create faith for Buddhist Thais.
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