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KEY WORD: MON/ DANCE
BUNSIRI NIYOMTHAT: MON DANCE AT KOH KRED, NONTHABURI
ll:)SRB(l)\IVE;YNflES (;|-6|-2|ES9IS ADVISOR: MRS. SAVAPA VECHSURUCK, 238 pp.

The Rur ose of this thesis_was to investigate the historical background and
gatterns of the 12 Mon dances in Tambon Koh Kred, Nontaburi Provincé in 1999 -
000. The data collection was conducted by studying existing documents and
conducting interviews, as well as by participating In actdal training with experts in
Tambon Koh Kred.

. The findings of the study reveal that the 12 Mon dances in Tambon Koh Kred
Is one form of the dances of the’Mon peaple who have immigrated since the Ayudhya
Rerlod. The Mon people perform the dances in ceremonies and traditional rites to pay
omage to their ancestors. There is no limitation In terms of the number of dancers
and their age. As regards the structure of the dances, It has been found that the head,
body, hands and arms, and feet are used with variation. There are three ways of using
the - ead—tlltlnqut to the right, tlltmgr it to the left, and holdln? it upright lookin
straight ahead. “There are two ways of posing, the body—upright or inclined. to ong
side.” In addition, there are four ways of arranglnthhe hands, namely, flat, Thai-Styled
crimp, and flat with the fingers pointing upward. ~There are five ways of arranging the
arms In a circle called central circle, “front circle, bottom circle, Special circle, and
bIoomln?-Iot,us circle. . Finally, the feet of the dancers can be moved in 6 different
steps—stepping, pounding, swatting, touching, trampling, and inching.

With regard to the dances, there is only one set of postures specifically for
each of the 12 Songs, performed with music but without a singer. When performmq
the dance, the dancers stand in a row along the full length of'the stage, and they sl
down and prostate themselves at the begmnmg and ending of the dances to”pay
respect to the audience. The movements of the dances are confined within the radiys
between 50 to 75 centimeters. Regardmg\ the costumes, the dancers dress i
traditional costumes with different colors of the ‘sabaV or a shoulder wrap to signify
the occasions. The number of the dancers range from 4 to 12 or mare, and the dance
is generally performed in the afternoon or evening on a ground in front of the venue
\r/]vhere the Ceremony is being held. The dances take approximately no longer than one

our.

The 12 Mon dances of Tambon Koh Kred is a performing art which has been
Bassed on for 8enerat|ons with its own unique evolution. Therefore, attempts should
e made to study, preserve, and continue this precious tradition for years to come,

Department Dance Student” signature, AIJ?; .....
Field of study ~ Thai Classical Dance  Advisor’s signature ~ 2722. [l
Academic year 2000
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