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Thailand has divided criminal justice system into two categories: general justice
system and juvenile justice system. According to this procedure, the Juvenile Court was
established in 2494 BE. and was amended its jurisdiction afterward, which has been called
the Juvenile and Family Court since 2534 BE. This court’s main aim is to protect and
represent children's rights as much as possible.

The juvenile detention in the pending investigation process according to the Juvenile
and Family Court Act BE. 2534 section 50 requires the inquiry official to finish his
questioning of the juvenile within 24 hours from the time of the later’s arrival at the office of
the inquiry official. After the inquiry has been done by the inquiry official, the juvenile shall be
sent to the Observation and Protection Centre. The director of the Observation and
Protection Centre may keep him or her in custody at the Observation and Protection Centre,
or may release him or her temporarily.

After the Juvenile and Family Court has been founded for over 50 years, it indicates
that the juvenile law regarding custody for juvenile does not (actually) protect juvenile's
rights. Conversely, the custody derogates juvenile’s rights and causes some disadvantages
to juvenile rather than to an adult. This is because juvenile do not have a right to be
temporarily released within 24 hours after starting custody.

The case study shows that it would be useful for juvenile and also compliance to the
Constitution and the Child’s Right Convention, in which Thailand is @ member state in case
that the Juvenile Act was modified to give a power to a police officer during the investigation
to considerably temporarily release juvenile charged with criminal case the same as ones in

the United Kingdom, United States of America and Japan. - /7
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