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The purpose of this study is to investigate forms, components, language styles
and methods of expressing opinions in opinion articles. The data were collected from
six Thai newspapers, namely Thai Rath, Daily News, Siam Rath, Matichon, Siam
Post and Krungthep Thurakij, published in the years between 1993 and 1997.

From the study, it was found that opinion articles aim at expressing opinions
of the writer upon a certain issue, problem or crisis in order to convince the readers.
Opinion articles in Thai newspapers appear in two forms which are editorials and
regular columns. They can comprise two components: introduction and body or three
components: introduction, body and conclusion. The objectives of writing shared by
both forms of opinion articles are making suggestions, voicing disagreement or
opposition, giving warnings and giving support and praise. Each form of opinion
articles has both shared and specific language styles. The shared language styles
include the style of presentation, the structure of the text, the style of expressing
opinions, and methods of expressing opinions. However, the editorials and the regular
columns are different in terms of language styles which include the usage of words,
sentences and paragraphs. Since editorials are written on behalf of the newspapers,
formal written language style is used to promote its reliability and to convince the
readers. On the other hand, the informal and colloquial language style is used in
regular columns in order to cultivate cordiality as if the writer were talking to the
readers to persuade them to agree with his opinion.
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