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This thesis has two aims. Its primary purpose is to study the alienation of
black people in contemporary American society as depicted in Toni Morrison'  six
novels. The secondary purpose is to study the author's writing style.

The study shows that these six novels reflect the alienation of black people in
contemporary American society due to class, race and gender. This alienation is not
only between whites and blacks, but also blacks and blacks. Moreover, there are four
kinds of alienation discussed in these works that is self alienation, alienation from
others, alienation from work and alienation from society. Blacks are discriminated
against as if they are ‘outsiders’.  addition, ‘identity’ is another major point found in
Toni Morrison's work. Blacks' alienation, no matter from what cause, always tends to
destroy their own identities, that in actual fact, Toni Morrison wants black people know
and keep their own identities, and finally alienation creates crises that are social and
individual problems. Lastly, the study shows that Toni Morrison's particular style of
writing is unique in presenting the idea of alienation.
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