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This study is a qualitative research which aims 1) to investigate the process of
gender role socialization in Thailand 2) to explore relationships between sexual roles and
sexual behaviour of women with sexually transmitted infections (STls) 3) to assess effects
of gender role on health behaviour of women with STls 4) to understand health seeking
behaviour of women with STIs. Ten informants are women with STIs who visited Suratthani
provincial public health office and Phunpin hospital in Suratthani. Data are obtained

through in-depth interview of women’s life history and documentary research.

Research findings reveal that gender role socialization is an important factor
which determines health behaviour of women with STiIs by internalizing the value of being
a good woman who must conform to moral and social values. It is concluded that health
belief model and social support have been proven to be useful in explaining sexual health

and health seeking behaviour of the women.
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