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'(Raymond B. Stevens)
2

*AN OUTLINE OF CHANGES IN THE FORM OF THE GOVERNMENT"

There is submitted herewith, in accordance with the wish of His Majesty, an

line of a new constitution, together with a brief explanation.

general the plan involves the beginning of a parliamentary form of
government.  theory His Majesty still remains the Chief Executive and Law-giver.
As Chief Executive, however, He acts through a Prime Minister who is responsible
to His Majesty for the administration of the Government. The Prime Minister and
Cabinet and is under the plan also subject to certain supervisory powers of the
Legislative Council.

His Majesty as Law-giver will act with the aid of the Legislative Council
composed in a substantial part of elected representatives.

It is not assumed that the plan presented herewith is either complete or
perfect. It is put forth as a basis for consideration and is limited to certain main
principles. Obviously many details would have to be worked out later.

The Government under this proposal would be as follows:-

(@) The Monarch.

(b) Supreme Council.

(c) Prime minister and Cabinet.
(d) Legislative Council.

SUPREME COUNCIL

The Supreme Council will be retained with certain modifications. It should
be a small body of not more than 6, and shall be appointed by His Majesty. The
term of office shall be as at present-during His Majesty’s pleasure and not for a fixed
period.

2 _— “An outline of Changes in
The Form of the Government”
( Lo 2523) 63-70.
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The Supreme Council should act purely as an advisory body to His Majesty
on matters of general policy.

No member of the Supreme Council shall at the same time serve as Prime
Minister or member of the Cabinet. Furthermore the Council shall not sit with the
Cabinet.

If members of the Cabinet may also serve as members of the Supreme
Council the influence and position of the Prime Minister might be seriously
weakened.

PRIME MINISTER AND CABINET

Appointment.

The Prime Minister shall be selected by His Majesty and shall be responsible
to His Majesty for the administration of the Government.

There should be no limitation upon the King's power of selection. He should
be free to select the most capable man for the position without regard to any factors
except his qualifications for the Office.

If the Prime Minister is to be responsible for the administration of the
Government he should have the right to choose his Cabinet Ministers. A complete
delegation to the Prime Minister of the power of appointment would be however too
drastic a change. It is therefore suggested that the choice of the Prime Minister
should be subject to confirmation by His Majesty.

Term of Office.

The Prime Minister and Cabinet members shall be appointed for a fixed
period and at the expiration there of their resignation must be offered to His Majesty.
They should however be eligible to re-appointment. The term of office should be the
same as that for the Legislative Council, so that a new Council and a new Prime
Minister and Cabinet or a re-appointed Prime Minister and Cabinet should come into
office at the same time. This plan would permit Changes to be made as a matter of
course and without compelling His Majesty to exercise his sovereign power of
removal.  His Majesty would also have the right at any time to request the
resignation of the Prime Minister. Whenever the Prime Minister resigns, either
voluntarily or on request, the members of his Cabinet shall also tender their
resignations.
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The Prime Minister shall preside over Cabinet meeting and will ordinarily be
the sole means of communication hetween His Majesty and the Cabinet.

LEGISLATIVE COUNDIL

Composition.

The Legislative Council should be large enough to be representative of the
public. On the other hand it should not, at the beginning, be too large, since a
numerous body is unwieldy and slow to act.

It is suggested that the Council should be not more than 75 or less than 50.

The Legislative Council may be composed entirely of appointed members or
solely of elected members or of a combination of the two. A purely appointed
Council would not have sufficient independence and would not be considered by the
public as representative. On the other hand a Council composed entirely of elected
members might not have sufficient number of persons of experience and judgement
in public affairs. It is therefore suggested that at the start the Legislative Council
should be equally divided between appointed members.

Of the members appointed by His Majesty not more than half should be at
the same time Government officials, With this limitation His Majesty should be free
to select such members as he deems fi.

The Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet shall be members of the
Legislative Council ex-officio.

If the Legislative Council is to exercise some power of supervision over the
administration, together with the right to pass a vote of lack of confidence, it is
essential that the Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet should have at least
the right to sit and speak in the Council. Whether they should also have the right to
vote is a debatable question. If the underlying purpose is eventually to establish a
Parliamentary Government, then these executives should be full-fledges members of
the Council.

Election and Qualifications of Voters.

The method of election shall be indirect, that is, the voters of each Amphur
shall choose electors who sill meet together and elect by ballot the representatives
for the Monthon. Since the Amphur districts vary in population from 70 thousand to
as low 3, 4 and 5 thousand the number of electors must be based on population.
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Voters must be nationals and reside in the Amphur or Amphurs where the
voting takes place. They must also pay a certain amount of tax.

The Monthons, of which there are ten, also vary  population from Nakron
Rajasrima with 2,800,000 to phuket with only 24,000.  The number of
representatives from the Monthons should also vary according to the population in
order that the Legislative Council may approximate a truly representative body.

The election of the members of the council shall be by majority vote.
case any Monthon fails to elect its representative of representatives His Majesty
shall fill the vacancy by appointment.

Qualifications of members of the council.

They must be Siamese nationals and at least 30 years of age, able to read
and write and must pay a certain amount of tax. No elected member shall at the
same time hold any other Government position.

Term of Office and Meetings.

Members of the Legislative Council should be elected for a fixed period of
either 4 or 5 years. This term should be the same as that fixed for the period of
office for the Prime Minister and Cabinet.

The Legislative Council should meet at least once each year. It may be
called a special session at any time by His Majesty and may also be dissolved by
His Majesty.

FUNCTIONS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

1. Legislative

All laws proposed by the Prime minister must be submitted to the Council for
its approval. The Council may adopt amendments or alterations. Furthermore the
Council may initiate legislation.

The Budget shall be submitted to the Council by the Prime Minister.  case
of disagreement between the Council and the Prime Minister over the Budget the
Matter shall be referred to His Majesty.

Treaties and agreements or arrangements with Foreign Powers do not have
to be submitted to the Council.

His Majesty has power of veto on any legislation approved by the Council.
Furthermore His Majesty may in any emergency or whenever in His opinion the
public interest or security requires it, enact legislation without reference to the
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Legislative Council. case of any veto His Majesty shall in a message to the
Council set forth the reasons for His action.

2. Administrative.

The Council may interpolate the Ministers on any matters affecting the
Government. The Ministers are bound to give explanation unless incompatible with
public interest.

The Council may, by 2/3 majority. Pass a vote of lack of confidence in the
Prime Minister. such case the Prime Minister and Cabinet must tender their
resignations to His Majesty. His Majesty may accept or refuse to accept as he
deems proper in the public interest.

3. Organization.

The Council may select its own presiding officer and shall adopt rules for its
deliberation and work.

Ordinarily all meetings of the Council shall be in public. The Council may,
however, by a majority vote, go into executive session which shall be secret.
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MEMORANDUM
CONCERNING THE PROPOSED CHANGES
IN THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT

| have doubts whether it is advisable to adopt in its entirety the proposed
plan for a new constitution. | express these views with some diffidence as I fully
realize that my knowledge of the Siamese people is limited. On the other hand |
have had a long experience with popular government. | am not one of those who
believe that unlimited monarchy should continue to exist indefinitely in Siam. The
time will undoubtedly come when some distribution of power will have to be made. |
do not helieve however that time has yet arrived.

There is one marked difference between the two important aspects of the
proposed plan:- The creation of a Prime Minister and the creation of a Legislative
Council with both legislative and administrative functions. While the creation of a
Prime Minister would be an important change it cannot be deemed fundamental. At
present His Majesty is His own Prime Minister and exercises His power as Chief
Executive through responsible minister. The experiment of a Prime Minister can be
tried without serious consequences even if it should prove unsuccesstul.

The creation of a Legislative Council with a substantial number of elected
members exercising both legislative and executive functions is of quite a different
category. It is extremely difficult to withdraw political power once granted to the
people. As a rule such organizations when once created tend inevitably to acquire
more power. Accordingly such experiments should not be made until it is clear that,
in the words of Lord Bacon, “The necessity be urgent or the utility evident” | do not
believe a Legislative Council would render the Government of Siam more efficient or
wiser than the present Government Also do not believe a desire for some form of
popular government is widespread among the people.

4 .. Memorandum Concerning
The Proposed Changes in The Form of Government, by Raymond B Stevens.
, ( Lo 2523)
67-68.
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It is true that  period of depression such as now exists in Siam always
creates some re-action against the Government in power. However, His Majesty's
Government is not responsible for the economic depression. Since in large measure
the present unrest is due to economic reasons and not because of dissatisfaction
with the form of Government it is not advisable to attempt to allay that unrest
through charges in the constitution.

stating the opinion that the greater part of the Siamese people are not yet
fit to take part in the national Government | would not be understood as casting
reflections on the natural capacity of the Siamese race as compared with the
Burmese or other Eastern races where elected Legislative Councils now exist.
fact the capacity of the Siamese for government has been amply shown by the
achievements of the Royal Family and officials of the Government. The situation in
Burma is fundamentally different from the situation in Siam. Burma for many
generations has been ruled by an alien power. Naturally there exists in Burma a
wide-spread feeling against English rule. Siam has been, on the other hand, always
ruled by its own people and the Siamese people have been loyal to their rulers.

Furthermore in Burma the people have had political training through their
participation in local Government for many years before the creation of the
Legislative Council. ~ Siam so far there is no form of real local self government.
The best method of training a people for self government is to give them first some
control over and responsibility for their local interests with which they are in direct
contact.

| would suggest as a safe source that the changes to be made in the
immediate future in Siam should be restricted to the creation of a Prime Minister
with a fixed term and creation of municipal governments and that the question of the
estabishment of a Legislative Council should be deferred.

(Signed) Raymond B. Stevens

Office of the Adviser in Foreign Affairs,
9th March, 1932.
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MEMORANDUM

L compliance with the Royal Command, a plan for the institution of
government by Prime Minister and for the establishment of a Legislative Council has
been drawn up.

Owing to the limited time at our disposal, this plan has been worked out with
a certain element of haste and there is no pretension that it is perfect or final.

2. practice it will be found that the success of the plan would entirely
depend upon the question of personnel. This is all the more so in the case of the
Prime Minister and the cabinet. The choice of the Prime Minister is of extreme
importance.

3. The establishment of a Legislative Council, however, implies a very
fundamental change in the present constitution. It constitutes a first step towards
parliamentary government, and when once it is set up, the tendency will naturally be
to extend its activities and increase its power.

4. Is the present an opportune time to effect a fundamental change in the
constitution?

There is at present a feeling of dissatisfaction prevailing amongst a certain
class of people, brought about primarily by the world economic depression.  order
to meet the financial situation the government has been reluctantly compelled to
make drastic cut in government expenditure and to impose new emergency taxes.
These measures will to a certain extent increase the feeling of discontent with the
government.  these circumstances there are rumours current that there will be an
attempt to overthrow the government at some future occasion. Although some of
the rumours appear to be wild and unreliable, yet it would be wise for the
government to be prepared for all eventualities.  time like this, it is imperative that
there should be a feeling of confidence and unity amongst all the members of the

5 .. | < Memorandum, by Phya
Srivisar. , ? ( :
2523)  69-70.
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government. There should be no change which would weaken the power of the
government

The answer to the question raised at the beginning of this paragraph is that
much depends upon the effect of the change that is proposed. Until the present
financial crisis is over, no change in the constitution should be adopted which would
have the effect of weakening the power of the government.

) order to ensure the satisfactory working of a Legislative Council, it is
essential that the members of the Council should possess a certain amount of
training in the work which is to be entrusted to them.  this respect the experience
of our neighbours may be of interest to us. Both in India and Burma, no Legislative
Council was set up until the inhabitants have had some local training in self
government.  The best training for local self government would seem to be the
establishment of municipalities in the more advanced parts of the country. the
case of Burma municipalities were set up as early as 1884, but the present Burma
Legislative Council was not set up till 1923,

the case of Siam, a law for the setting up of municipalities has now been
drafted. It is respectfully submitted that the draft low should be examined and, If
found agreeable, should be adopted and put into force. This will enable the local
comnities to gain some experience in self government. When sufficient experience
has been gained in this way, a Legislative Council could be set up with a certain
measure of confidence that it will function well and wisely.

Saranromya Palace

Bangkok 9th March, 1932.
(Signed) Phya Srivisar.
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THE CONSTITUTION OF JAPAN

November 3,1946
PREFACE

We, the Japanese people, acting through our duly elected representatives  the National
Diet, determined that we shall secure for ourselves and our posterity the fruits of peaceful
cooperation with all nations and the blessings of liberty throughout this land, and resolved that never
again shall we be visited with the horrors of war through the action of government, do proclaim that
sovereign power resides with the people and do firmly establish this Constitution. Government is a
sacred trust of the people, the authority for which is derived from the people, the powers of which are
exercised by the representatives of the people, and the benefits of which are enjoyed by the people.
This is a universal principle of mankind upon which this Constitution is founded. We reject and revoke
all constitutions, laws ordinances, and rescripts in conflict herewith. We, the Japanese people, desire
peace for all time and are deeply conscious of the high ideals controlling human relationship and we
have determined to preserve our security and existence, trusting in the justice and faith of the peace-
loving peoples of the world. We desire to occupy an honored place in an international society striving
for the preservation of peace, and the banishment of tyranny and slavery, oppression and intolerance



for all time from the earth. We recognize that all peoples of the world have the right to live  peace,
free from fear and want. We believe that no nation is responsible to itself alone, but that laws of
political morality are universal; and that obedience to such laws is incumbent upon all nations who
would sustain their own sovereignty and justify their sovereign relationship with other nations. We, the
Japanese people, pledge our national honor to accomplish these high ideals and purposes with all
our resources.

CHAPTER I: THE EMPEROR

Article 1 The Emperor shall be the symbol of the state and the unity of the people,
deriving his position from the will of the people with whom resides sovereign power.

Article 2: The Imperial Throne shall be dynastic and succeeded to  accordance with
the Imperial House Law passed by the Diet.

Article 3: The advice and approval of the Emperor  matters of state, and the Cabinet
shall be responsible therefor.

Article 4: The Emperor shall perform only such acts in matters of state as are provided
for this Constitution and he shall not have powers related to government.

The Emperor may delegate the performance of his acts  matters of state as may be
provided for by law.

Article  when, in accordance with the Imperial House Law, a Regency is established,
the Regent shall perform his acts in matters of state in the Emperor's name.  this case, paragraph
one ofthe preceding Article will be applicable.

Article 6: The Emperor shall appoint the Prime Minister as designated by the Diet

The Emperor shall appoint the Chief Judge of the Supreme Court as designated by the
Cabinet.

Article 7 The Emperor shall, with the advice and approval of the Cabinet, perform the
following acts in matters of state on behalf of the people:

(1) Promulgation of amendments of the constitution, laws, cabinet orders and treaties.
(2) Convocation of the Diet.

(3) Dissolution of the House of Representatives.
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(4) Proclamation of general election of members of the Diet.

(5) Attestation of the appointment and dismissal of Ministers of state and other officials as
provided for by law, and of full powers and credentials of Ambassadors and Ministers.

(6) Attestation of general and special amnesty, commutation of punishment, reprieve, and
restoration of rights.

(7) Awarding of honors.

(8) Attestation of instruments of ratification and other diplomatic documents as provided for
by law.

(9) Receiving foreign ambassadors and ministers.
(10) Performance of ceremonial functions.

Article 8 o property can be given to, or received by, the Imperial House, nor can any
gifts be made therefrom, without the authorization of the Diet.

CHAPTER II: RENUNCIATION OF WAR

Article 9: Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the
Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and the threat or use of
force as means of settling international disputes.

order to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces, as
well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of belligerency of the state will not be
recognized.

CHAPTER Ill: RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF THE
PEOPLE

Article 10: The conditions necessary for being a Japanese national shall be
determined by law.

Article 11: The people shall not be prevented from enjoying any of the fundamental
human rights. These fundamental human rights guaranteed to the people by this Constitution shall be
conferred upon the people of this and future generations as eternal and inviolate rights.
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Article 12: The freedoms and rights guaranteed to the people by this Constitution shall
be maintained by the constant endeavor of the people, who shall refrain from any abuse of these
freedoms and rights and shall always be responsible for utilizing them for the public welfare.

Article 13: Al of the people shall be respected as individuals. Their right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness shall, to the extent that it does not interfere with the public welfare, be
the supreme consideration legislation and  other governmental affairs.

Article 14: Al of the people are equal under the law and there shall be no
discrimination political, economic or social relations because of race, creed, sex, social status or
family origin.

Peers and peerage shall not be recognized.

No privilege shall accompany any award of honor, decoration or any distinction, nor shall
any such award be valid beyond the lifetime of the individual who now holds or hereafter may receive
i

Article 15: The people have the inalienable right to choose their public officials and to
dismiss them.

All public officials are servants of the whole community and not of any group thereof.

Universal adult suffrage is guaranteed with regard to the election of public officials.

all elections, secrecy of the ballot shall not be violated. A voter shall not be answerable,
publicly or privately, for the choice he has made.

Article 16: Every person shall have the right of peaceful petition for the redress of
damage, for the removal of public officials, for the enactment, repeal or amendment of laws,
ordinances or regulations and for other matters; nor shall any person be in any way discriminated
against for sponsoring such a petition.

Article 17: Every person may sue for redress as provided by law from the state or a
public entity, in case he has suffered damage through illegal act of any public official.

Article 18: No person shall be held in bondage of any kind. Involuntary servitude,
except as punishment for crime, is prohibited.

Article 19: Freedom of thought and conscience shall not be violated.
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Article 20: Freedom of religion is guaranteed to all. No religious organization shall
receive any privileges from the state, nor exercise any political authority.

No person shall be compelled to take part in any religious acts, celebration, rite or practice.
The State and its organs shall refrain from religious education or any other religious activity.

Article 21: Freedom of assembly and association as well as speech, press and all
other forms of expression are guaranteed.

No censorship shall be maintained, nor shall the secrecy of any means of communication
be violated.

Article 22: Every person shall have freedom to choose and change his residence and
to choose his occupation to the extent that it does not interfere with the public welfare.

Freedom of all persons to move to a foreign country and to divest themselves of their
nationality shall be inviolate.

Article 23: Academic freedom is guaranteed.

Article 24: Wariage shall be based only on the mutual consent of both sexes and it
shall be maintained through mutual cooperation with the equal rights of husband and wife as a basis.

With regard to choice of spouse, property rights, inheritance, choice of domicile, divorce
and other matters pertaining to marriage and the family, laws shall be enacted from the standpoint of
individual dignity and the essential equality of the sexes.

Article 25: Al people shall have the right to maintain the minimum standards of
wholesome and cultured living.

all spheres of life, the State shall use its endeavors for the promotion and extension of
social welfare and security, and of public health.

Article 26: Al people shall have the right to receive an equal education correspondent
to their ability, as provided for by law.

All people shall be obligated to have all boys and girls under their protection receive
ordinary education as provided for by law. Such compulsory education shall be free.

Article 27 Al people shall have the right and the obligation to work

Standards for wages, hours, rest and other working conditions shall be fixed by law.

329



Children shall not be exploited.

Article 28 The right of workers to organize and to bargain and act collectively is
guaranteed.

Article 29: The right to own or to hold property is inviolable.

Property rights shall be defined by law,  conformity with the public welfare.
Private property may be taken for public use upon just compensation therefor.
Article 30: The people shall be liable to taxation as provided for by law.

Article 31: No person shall be deprived of life or liberty, nor shall any other criminal
penalty be imposed, except according to procedure established by law.

Article 32: No person shall be denied the right of access to the courts.

Article33: No person shall be apprehended except upon warrant issued by a
competent judicial officer which specifies the offense with which the person is charged, unless he is
apprehended, the offense being committed.

Article 34: No person shall be arrested or detained without being at once informed of
the charges against him or without the Immediate privilege of counsel; nor shall he be detained
without adequate cause; and upon demand of any person such cause must be immediately shown in
open court in his presence and the presence of his counsel.

Article 35: The right of all persons to be secure in their homes, papers and effects
against entries, searches and seizures shall not be impaired except upon warrant issued for
adequate cause and particularly describing the place to be searched and things to be seized, or
except as provided by Article 33.

Each search or seizure shall be made upon separate warrant issued by a competent
judicial officer.

Article 36: The infiiction of torture by any public officer and cruel punishments are
absolutely forbidden.

Article 37:  al criminal cases the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and
public trial by an impartial tribunal.
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He shall be permitted full opportunity to examine all witnesses, and he shall have the right
of compulsory process for obtaining witnesses on his behalf at public expense.

At all times the accused shall have the assistance of competent counsel who shall, if the
accused is unable to secure the same by his own efforts, be assigned to his use by the state.

Article 38: No person shall be compelled to testify against himself

Confession made under compulsion, torture or threat, or after prolonged arrest or detention
shall not be admitted evidence.

No person shall be convicted or punished in cases where the only proof against him is his
own confession.

Article 39: No person shall be held criminally liable for an act which was lawful at the
time itwas committed, or of which he had been acquitted, nor shall he be placed in double jeopardy.

Article 40: Any person may, in case he is acquitted after he has been arrested or
detained, sue the state for redress as provided for by law.

CHAPTER IV: THE DIET

Article 41: The Diet shall be the highest organ of the state power, and shall be the sole
law-making organ of the state.

Article 42: The Diet shall consist of two Houses, namely the House of Representatives
and the House of Councillors.

Article 43: Both Houses shall consist of elected members, representative of all the
people.

The number of the members of each House shall be fixed by law.

Article 44: The qualiications of members of both Houses and their electors shall be
fixed by law. However, there shall be no discrimination because of race, creed, sex, social status,
family origin, education, property or income.

Article 45: The term of office of members of the House of Representatives shall be four
years. However, the term shall be terminated before the full term is up  case the House of
Representatives is dissolved.
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Article 46: The term of office of members of the House of Councillors shall be six
years, and election for half the members shall take place every three years.

Article 47: Electoral districts, method of voting and other matters pertaining to the
method of election of members of both Houses shall be fixed by law.

Article 48: No person shall be permitted to be a member of both Houses
simultaneously.

Article 49: Members of both Houses shall receive appropriate annual payment from
the national treasury in accordance with law.

Article 50: Except in cases as provided for by law, members of both Houses shall be
exempt from apprehension while the Diet is in session, and any members apprehended before the
opening of the session shall be freed during the term of the session upon demand of the House.

Article 51: Members of both Houses shall not be held liable outside the House for
speeches, debates or votes cast inside the House.

Article 52:  An ordinary session of the Diet shall be convoked once per year.

Article 53: The Cabinet may determine to convoke extraordinary sessions of the Diet,
When a quarter or more of the total members of either House makes the demand, the Cabinet must
determine on such convocation.

Article 54: when the House of Representatives is dissolved, there must be a general
election of members of the House of Representatives within forty(40) days from the date of
dissolution, and the Diet must be convoked within thirty(30) days from the date of the election.

When the House of Representatives is dissolved, the House of Councillors is closed at the
same time. However, the Cabinet may, in time of national emergency, convoke the House of
Councillors in emergency session.

Measures taken at such session as mentioned in the proviso of the preceding paragraph
shall be provisional and shall become null and void unless agreed to by the House of
Representatives within a period of ten(10) days after the opening of the next session of the Diet.

Article 55 Each House shall judge disputes related to qualifications of its members.
However, in order to deny a seat to any member, it is necessary to pass a resolution by a majority of
two-thirds or more of the members present.
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Article 56: Business cannot be transacted in either House unless one-third or more of
total membership is present.

Al matters shall be decided, in each House, by a majority of those present, except as
elsewhere provided for in the Constitution, and in case of a tie, the presiding officer shall decide the
ISSue.

Article 57  Deliberation in each House shall be public. However, a secret meeting may
be held where a majority of two-thirds or more of those members present passes a resolution
therefor.

Each House shall keep a record of proceedings. This record shall be published and given
general circulation, excepting such parts of proceedings of secret session as may be deemed to
require secrecy.

Upon demand of one-fifth or more of the members present, votes of the members on any
matter shall be recorded in the minutes.

Article 58: Each House shall select its own president and other officials.

Each House shall establish its rules pertaining to meetings, proceedings and internal
discipline, and may punish members for disorderly conduct. However, in order to expel a member, a
majority of two-thirds or more of those members present must pass a resolution thereon.

Article 59:a il becomes a law on passage by both Houses, except as otherwise
provided for by the Constitution.

A hill, which is passed by the House of Representatives, and upon which the House of
Councillors makes a decision different from that of the House of Representatives, becomes a law
when passed a second time by the House of Representatives by a majority of two-thirds or more of
the members present.

The provision of the preceding paragraph does not preclude the House of Representatives
from calling for the meeting of a joint committee of both Houses, provided for by law.

Failure by the House of Councillors to take final action within sixty(60) days after receipt of a
bill passed by the House of Representatives, time in recess excepted, may be determined by the
House of Representatives to constitute a rejection of the said hill by the House of Councillors.

Article 60 The budget must first be submitted to the House of Representatives.
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Upon consideration of the budget, when the House of Councillors makes a decision
different from that of the House of Representatives, and when no agreement can be reached even
through a joint committee of both Houses, provided for by law, or in the case of failure by the House
of Councillors to take final action within thirty(30) days, the period of recess excluded, after the
receipt of the budget passed by the House of Representatives, the decision of the House of
Representatives shall be the decision of the Diet,

Article 61; The second paragraph of the preceding Article applies also the the Diet
approval required for the conclusion of treaties.

Article 62: Each House may conduct investigations in relation to government, and may
demand the presence and testimony of witnesses, and the production of records.

Article 63: The Prime Minister and other Ministers of state may, at any time, appear in
either House for the purpose of speaking on hills, regardless of whether they are members of the
House or not. They must appear when their presence is required in order to give answers or
explanations.

Article 64: The Diet shall set up an impeachment court from among the members of
both Houses for the purposes of trying those judges against whom removal proceedings have been
instituted.

Matters relating to impeachment shall be provided for by law.
CHAPTER V: THE CABINET
Article 65: Executive power shall be vested the Cabinet.

Article 66: The Cabinet shall consist of the Prime Minister, who shall be its head, and
other Ministers of state, as provided for by law.

The Prime Minister and other Ministers of state must be civilians.

The Cabinet shall, in the exercise of executive power, be collectively responsible to the
Diet.

Article 67: The Prime Minister shall be designated from among the members of the
Diet by a resolution of the Diet. This designation shall precede all other business.

Ifthe House of Representatives and the House of Councillors disagree and if no agreement
can be reached even through a joint committee of both Houses, provided for by law, or the House of
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Councillors fails to make designation within ten(10) days, exclusive of the period of recess, after the
House of Representatives has made designation, the decision of the House of Representatives shall
be the decision of the Diet.

Article 68: The Prime Minister shall appoint the Ministers of state. However, a majority
of their number must be chosen from among the members of the Diet.

The Prime Minister may remove the Ministers of state as he chooses.

Article 69: if the House of Representatives passes a non-confidence resolution, or
rejects a confidence resolution, the Cabinet shall resign en masse, unless the House of
Representatives is dissolved within ten(10) days.

Article 70: when there is a vacancy in the post of Prime Minister, or upon the first
convocation of the Diet after a general election of members of the House of Representatives, the
Cabinet shall resign en masse.

Article 71:  the cases mentioned in the two preceding Articles, the Cabinet shall
continue its functions until the time when a new Prime Minister is appointed.

Article 72: The Prime Minister, representing the Cabinet, submits hills, reports on
general national affairs and foreign relations to the Diet and exercises control and supervision over
various administrative branches.

Article 73: The Cabinet shall, in addition to other general administrative functions,
perform the following functions:

(1) Administer the law faithfully; conduct affairs of state.
(2) Manage foreign affairs.

(3) Conclude treaties. However, it shall obtain prior or, depending on circumstances
sudsequent approval of the Diet.

(4) Administer the civil service, in accordance with standards established by law.

(5) Prepare the budget, and present it to the cabinet orders in order to execute the
provisions of this Constitution and of the law. However, it cannot include penal provisions in such
cabinet orders unless authorized by such law.

(6) Decide on general amnesty, special amnesty, commutation of punishment, reprieve,
and restoration of rights.

335



Article 74 Al laws and cabinet orders shall be signed by the competent Minister of
State and countersigned by the Prime Minister.

Article 75: The Ministers of State shall not, during their tenure of office, be subject to
legal action without the consent of the Prime Minister. However, the right to take that action is not
impaired hereby.

CHAPTER VI: JUDICIARY

Article 76: The whole judicial power is vested in a Supreme Court and in such inferior
courts as are established by law.

No extraordinary tribunal shall be established, nor shall any organ or agency of the
Executive be given final judicial power.

All judges shall be independent in the exercise of their conscience and shall be bound only
by this Constitution and the laws.

Article 77: The Supreme Court is vested with the rule-making power under which it
determines the rules of procedure and of practice, and of matters relating to attorneys, the internal
discipline of the courts and the administration of judicial affairs.

Public procurators shall be subject to the rule-making power of the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court may delegate the power to make rules for inferior courts to such courts.

Article 78: Judges shall not be removed except by public impeachment unless
judicially declared mentally or physically incompetent to perform official duties. No disciplinary action
against judges shall be administered by any executive organ or agency.

Article 79: The Supreme Court shall consist of a Chief Judge and such number of
judges as may be determined by law; all such judges excepting the Chief Judge shall be appointed
by the Cabinet.

The appointment of the judges of the Supreme Court shall be reviewed by the people at the
first general election of members of the House of Representatives following their appointment, and
shall be reviewed again at the first general election of members of the House of Representatives after
a lapse of ten(10) years, and in the same manner thereafter.
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Article 80: Thejudges of the inferior courts shall be appointed by the Cabinet from a
list of persons nominated by the Supreme Court. All such judges shall hold office for a term of ten(10)
years with privilege of reappointment, provided that they shall be retired upon the attainment of the
age as fixed by law.

The judges of the inferior courts shall receive, at regular stated intervals, adequate
compensation which shall not be decreased during their terms of office.

Article 81: The Supreme Court is the court of last resort with power to determine the
constitutionality of any law, order, regulation or official act.

Article 82: Trials shall be conducted and judgement declared publicly.

Where a court unanimously determines publicity to be dangerous to public order or morals,
a trial may be conducted privately, but trials of political offenses, offenses involving the press or
cases wherein the rights of people as guaranteed  CHAPTER Il of this Constitution are in question
shall always be conducted publicly.

CHAPTER VII: FINANCE

Article 83: The power to administer national finances shall be exercised as the Diet
shall determine.

Article 84: No new taxes shall be imposed or existing ones modified except by law or
under such conditions as law may prescribe.

Article 85: no money shall be expended, nor shall the state obligate itself, except as
authorized by the Diet.

Article 86: The Cabinet shall prepare and submit to the Diet for its consideration and
decision a budget for each fiscal year.

Article 87:  orderto provide for unforeseen deficiencies in the budget, a reserve fund
may be authorized by the Diet to be expended upon the responsibility of the Cabinet must get
subsequent approval of the Diet for all payments from the reserve fund.

Article 88: Al property of the Imperial Household shall belong to the state. All expenses
of the Imperial Household shall be appropriated by the Diet the budget.
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Article 89: No public money or other property shall be expended or appropriated for
the use, benefit or maintenance of any religious institution or association, or for any charitable,
educational or benevolent enterprises not under the control of public authority.

Article 90: Final accounts of the expenditures and revenues of the state shall be
audited annually by a Board of Audit and submitted by the Diet, together with the statement of audi,
during the fiscal year immediately following the period covered.

The organization and competency of the Board of Audit shall be determined by law.

Article 91: At regular intervals and at least annually the Diet and the people on the
state of national finances.

CHAPTER VIII: LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT

Article 92 Regulations concerning organization and operations of local public entities
shall be fixed by law in accordance with the principle of local autonomy.

Article 93: The local public entities shall establish assemblies as their deliberative
organs, in accordance with law. 2) The chief executive officers of all local public entities, the
members of their assemblies, and such other local officials as may be determined by law shall be
elected by direct popular vote within their several communities.

Article 94: Local public entities shall have the right to manage their property, affairs
and administration and to enact their own regulations within law.

Article 95 a special law, applicable only to one local public entity, cannot be enacted
by the Diet without the consent of the majority of the voters of the local public entity concerned,
obtained accordance with law.

CHAPTER IX: AMENDMENTS

Article 96: Amendments to this Constitution shall be initiated by the Diet, through a
concurring vote of two-thirds or more of all the members of each House and shall thereupon be
submitted to the people for ratification, which shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of all
votes cast thereon, at a special referendum or at such election as the Diet shall specify.

Amendments when so ratified shall immediately be promulgated by the Emperor in the
name of the people, as an integral part of this Constitution.
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CHAPTER X: SUPREME LAW

Article 97:  The fundamental human rights by this Constitution guaranteed to the
people of Japan are fruits of the age-old struggle of man to be free; they have survived the many
exacting tests for durability and are conferred upon this and future generations in trust, to be held for
all time inviolate.

Article 98: This Constitution shall be the supreme law of the nation and no law,
ordinance, imperial rescript or other act of government, or part thereof, contrary to the provisions
hereof, shall have legal force or validity.

The treaties concluded by Japan and established laws of nations shall be faithfully
observed.

Article 99: The Emperor or the Regent as well as Ministers of state, members of the
Diet, judges, and all other public officials have the obligation to respect and uphold this Constitution.

CHAPTER Xl: SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS

Article 100: This Constitution shall be enforced as from the day when the period of six
months will have elapsed counting from the day of its promulgation.

The enactment of laws necessary for the enforcement of this Constitution, the election of
members of the House of Councillors and the procedure for the convocation of the Diet and other
preparatory procedures necessary for the enforcement of this Constitution may be executed before
the day prescribed in the preceding paragraph.

Article 101: 1 the House of Councillors is not constituted before the effective date of
this Constitution, the House of Representatives shall function as the Diet until such time as the House
of Councillors shall be constituted.

Article 102 The term of office for half the members of the House of Councillors serving
in the first term under this Constitution shall be three years. Members falling under this category shall
be determined in accordance with law.

Article 103: The Ministers of state, members of the House of Representatives, and
judges in office on the effective date of this Constitution, and all other public officials who occupy
positions corresponding to such positions as are recognized by this Constitution shall not forfeit their
positions automatically on account of the enforcement of this Constitution unless otherwise specified
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by law. When, however, successors are elected or appointed under the provisions of this
Constitution, they shall forfeit their positions as a matter of course.

THE CONSTITUTION OF JAPAN (November 3,
1946)

| rejoice that the foundation for the construction of a new Japan has been laid according to the will of
the Japanese people, and hereby sanction and promulgate the amendments of the Imperial
Japanese Constitution effected following the consultation with the Privy Council and the decision of
the Imperial Diet made in accordance with Article 73 of the said Constitution.

Signed:

HIROHITO, Seal of the Emperor, This third day of the eleventh month of the twenty-
first year of Showa (November 3, 1946).
Countersigned:
Prime Minister and concurrently Minister for Foreign Affairs
YOSHIDASNhigeru,
Minister of state
Baron SHIDEHARA Kijuro,
Minister of Justice
KIMURATokutaro,
Minister for Home Affairs
OMURA Seiichi,
Minister of Education
TANAKA Kotaro,
Minister of Agriculture and Forestry
WADA Hiroo,
Minister of state
SAITO Takao,
Minister of Communication
HITOTSUMATSU Sadayoshi,
Minister of Commerce and Industry
HOSHIJIMA Jiro,
Minister of Welfare
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KAWAI Yoshinari,
Minister of state

UEHARA Etsujiro,
Minister of Transportation

HIRATSUKATSsunegjiro,
Minister of Finance

ISHIBASHI Tanzan,
Minister of State

KANAMORI Tokuiiro,
Minister of state

ZEN Keinosuke.
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THE DIET LAW

The Diet Law : Law No. 79 of 1947

1 St Amendment:

2 nd Amendment:

3 rd Amendment:
4 th Amendment:

5 th Amendment:

6 th Amendment;
7 th Amendment;
8 th Amendment:
9 th Amendment;
10th Amendment:
11th Amendment;
12th Amendment:
13th Amendment:
14th Amendment;
15th Amendment:
16th Amendment:
17th Amendment:
18th Amendment:
19th Amendment:
20th Amendment:
21th Amendment:
22th Amendment;
23th Amendment;
24th Amendment;
25th Amendment;
26th Amendment;

Law No. 154 of 1947
Law No. 87 of 1948
Law No.214 of 1948
Law No.221 of 1949
Law No. 3 of 1955
Law No.158 of 1957
Law No. 65 of 1958
Law No. 70 of 1959
Law No. 35 of 1963
Law No. 69 of 1965
Law No. 89 of 1966
Law No. 22 of 1980
Law No. 80 of 1983
Law No. 82 of 1985
Law No. 68 of 1986
Law No. 26 of 1987
Law No. 89 of 1988
Law No. 72 of 1991
Law No. 86 of 1991
Law No. 92 of 1991
Law No. 39 of 1993
Law No. 103 of 1996
Law No. 122 of 1997
Law No. 126 of 1997
Law No. 116 of 1999
Law No. 118 of 1999

Chapter .Convocation of the Diet and Opening Ceremony

Chapter Il. Term of Session and Recess
Chapter Ill. Officers and Expenditure
Chapter IV. Members of the Diet

Chapter V. Committees and Their Membership



Chapter V-Il. Research Committees of the House of Councillors

Chapter VI. Plenary Sittings

Chapter VII. Presence of Ministers of state and others

Chapter VIII. Questions

Chapter IX. Petitions

Chapter X. Relations between the Two Houses

Chapter XI. Emergency Session of the House of Councillors

Chapter XII. Relations of the Houses with the General Public and with Government Agencies
Chapter XIIl. Resignation, Retirement, Filling of Vacancies and Challenge to Member's
Qualification

Chapter XIV. Maintenance of Order and Policing

Chapter XV. Disciplinary Measures

Chapter XV-II. Political Ethics

Chapter XVI. Impeachment Court

Chapter XVII. National Diet Library, Legislative Bureau and Members' Office Buildings
Chapter XVIII. Supplementary Provisions

Chapter I. Convocation of the Diet and Opening Ceremony

Article 1. The Imperial Rescript convoking the Diet shall be promulgated, setting the
date for assembling.

The Imperial Rescript for convocation of an ordinary session shall be promulgated at
least ten days in advance.

The promulgation of the Imperial Rescript for convocation of an extraordinary session
or of a special session (a session convoked under Article 54 of the Constitution of Japan) need
not follow the provision of the preceding paragraph.

Article 2. An ordinary session shall be annually convoked  January as a rule.

Article 2-II. A special session may be convoked in combination with an ordinary
session.

Article 2-Ill. When a general election is held because of the expiration of the term of
office of Members of the House of Representatives, an extraordinary session shall be
convoked within thirty days from the date when the term of office of Members begins. This
shall not apply, however, if an ordinary session is convoked within the period, or if the period
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overlaps a time during which a regular election for Members of the House of Councillors is to
be held.

When a reqgular election for Members of the House of Councillors is held, an
extraordinary session shall be convoked within thirty days from the date when the term of office
of Members begins. This shall not apply, however, if an ordinary session or a special session
is convoked within the period, or if the period overlaps a time during which a general election
because of the expiration of the term of office of Members of the House of Representatives is
to be held.

Article 3. To demand a decision to convoke an extraordinary session, a written
request must be presented to the Cabinet through the President of either House under the joint
names of at least one-fourth of the total membership of that House.

Article 4. Deleted.

Article 5. Members of the Diet shall assemble at their respective Houses on the date
designated by the Imperial Rescript.

Article 6. On the day of convocation, each House shall elect its presiding officer or
deputy presiding officer, or both, if their posts are vacant.

Article 7. Pending the election of the presiding officer and deputy presiding officer,
the Secretary General shall perform the duties of the presiding officer.

Article 8. The opening ceremony shall be held at the beginning of a session.

Article 9. The opening ceremony shall be presided over by the Speaker of the

House of Representatives.
the absence of the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the President of the House of
Councillors shall preside.

Chapter II. Term of Session and Recess

Article 10. The term of an ordinary session shall be one hundred and fifty days. If
however, the term of office of the Members expires during the session, the session shall end
on the day of expiration.

Article 11. The term of an extraordinary session or of a special session shall be
determined as agreed by both Houses in their respective resolutions.
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Article 12. The term of a session may be extended when both Houses agree in their
respective resolutions.

The term of a session shall not be extended more than once for an ordinary session
and twice for a special session or an extraordinary session.

Article 13. If the two Houses do not pass the same resolution on the matter under
the two preceding articles, or if the House of Councillors has not passed a resolution thereon,
the decision of the House of Representatives shall prevail

Article 14. The term of a session shall be counted as from the date of convocation.

Article 15. An agreement by both Houses in their respective resolutions is required
for the Diet to go into recess.

Even during the recess, if the presiding officer of a House deems it urgent, or if one-
fourth or more of the total membership of a House demands it, a plenary sitting of either House
may be called after consultation with the presiding officer of the other House.

The days of the plenary sitting called under the preceding paragraph shall be
considered as part of the recess period provided for by the Constitution of Japan and by law.

A House may resolve to go into recess for a period not exceeding ten days.

Chapter ll. Officers and Expenditure

Article 16. The Officers of each House shall be as follows:

(1) Presiding Officer

(2) Deputy Presiding Officer

(3) Temporary Presiding Officer

(4) Chairmen of standing Committees
(5) Secretary General

Article 17. There shall be one presiding officer and one deputy presiding officer for
each House.

Article 18. The term of office of the presiding officer and the deputy presiding officer
of @ House shall coincide with their term of office as Diet Members.
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Article 19. The presiding officer of a House shall maintain order in the House,
arrange its business, supervise its administration and represent the House.

Article 20. The presiding officer may attend and speak at Committee meetings.

Article 21. Ifthe presiding officer of a House is unable to attend to his duties, or if
the post is vacant, the deputy presiding officer shall act as presiding officer.

Article 22. If both the presiding officer and the deputy presiding officer are unable to
attend to their duties, a temporary presiding officer shall be elected to perform the duties of
presiding officer.

When an election under the preceding paragraph is held, the Secretary General shall
act as presiding officer.

A House may entrust its presiding officer with the nomination of the temporary
presiding officer.

Article 23. If the post of the presiding officer or of the deputy presiding officer has
become vacant in either House, or if both the posts have become vacant, an election shall be
held without delay to fill the vacancy or vacancies.

Article 24.  the case of the election mentioned in the former part of the preceding
Article, when the deputy presiding officer or the presiding officer is unable to attend to his
duties, or in the case of the election mentioned in the latter part, the Secretary General shall
act as presiding officer.

Article 25. The Chairman of each standing Committee shall be elected in each
House from among the members of the Committee.

Article 26. A House shall have one Secretary General, secretaries and other
necessary personnel,

Article 27. The Secretary General shall be elected in each House from among those
other than Members of the Diet.

The secretaries and other personnel shall be appointed and dismissed by the

Secretary General, with the consent of the presiding officer and the approval of the Committee
on Rules and Administration.
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Article 28. The Secretary General shall, under the supervision of the presiding
officer, administer the secretarial work of the House, and sign official documents.

The secretaries shall work under the direction of the Secretary General.

Article 29. If the Secretary General is unable to attend to his duties or if the post is
vacant, a secretary designated in advance by him shall perform the duties of Secretary
General.

Article 30. An Officer may resign with the permission of the House. While the Diet is
not in session, however, permission for resignation may be given by the presiding officer.

Article 311 case of special necessity, a House may dismiss the Chairman of a
Standing Committee from his post by a resolution of that House.

Article 31. No Officer may hold concurrently any official post of the Government or
of a local public entity, or any post of excutive or staff member of a public corporation, except
as otherwise provided for by law.

If a Member holding a post referred to  the preceding paragraph has been elected
an Officer, he shall be automatically relieved of the former post.

Article 32. The expenditures of the two Houses shall be appropriated independently
in the national budget.

The appropriations in the preceding paragraph shall include contingency fund.

Chapter IV. Members of the Diet

Article 33. During a session of the Diet, a Member of a House shall not be
apprehended without the consent of his House, unless he is  the very act of committing a
criminal offense outside the House.

Article 34. With regard to the consent of a House to the apprehension of one of its
Members, the Cabinet must ask for it, producing a copy of the request, upon receiving a
written request sent by the competent court or judge prior to the issue of a warrant of
apprehension.
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Article 3411 If a Member has been apprehended prior to the opening of a session,
the Cabinet must communicate the Member's name, together with a copy of the warrant of
apprehension, to the presiding officer of his House at the beginning of the session.

If a judge decides,during a session, to extend the detention period of a Member who
has been apprehended prior to the opening of the session, the Cabinet must inform the
presiding officer of his House to that effect.

Article 3111 To propose a request for the release of a Member apprehended prior
to the opening of a session, a written request with an explanatory statement must be presented
to the presiding officer of the House, under the joint names of twenty or more Members.

Article 35. Members of the Diet shall receive an annual payment not less in amount
than the highest remuneration for public employees in the regular government service.

Article 36. Members may receive a retirement allowance, as provided for separately.
Article 37. Deleted

Article 38. Members shall receive allowances, as provided for separately, for mailing
official documents and for communications of official nature during a session.

Article 39. A member cannot hold concurrently, during his or her term of office, any
official post in the Government or in any local public entity, or any post as executive or staff
member of a public corporation, except the post of Prime Minister, Minister of state, Deputy
Chief Cabinet Secretary, Special Advisor to the Prime Minister, Parliamentary Vice-Minister,
and any other posts provided for by law. A Member may, however, during his or her term of
office, be appointed as a memberof a commission, advisor, counselor, or the functionary of
similar nature in any body of the Cabinet and of the executive branch, when both Houses
agree to it in their respective resolutions.

Chapter V. Committees and Their Membership

Article 40. Each House may have two kinds of Committees, namely standing
Committees and Special Committees.
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Article 41. standing Committees of each House shall consider the measures
(including resolutions), petitions and other matters which may come into their respective
spheres of work.

The Standing Committees of the House of Representatives shall be as follows:

1) Committee on Cabinet

2) Committee on Local Administration

3) Committee on Judicial Affairs

4) Committee on Foreign Affairs

5) Committee on Finance

6) Committee on Education

7) Committee on Health and Welfare

8) Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
() Committee on Commerce and Industry

(10, Committee on Transport

(11, Committee on Communications
@2)Committee on Labour

(13) Committee on Construction

(14) Committee on Security

(15) Committee on Science and Technology

(16) Committee on Environment

(17) Committee on Fundamental National Policies
(

(

(

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(

~

18) Committee on Budget

19) Committee on Audit and Oversight of Administration
20) Committee on Rules and Administration

21, Committee on Discipline

—_— —— ~— - —

The Standing Committees of the House of Councillors shall be as follows:
1) Committee on General Affairs
2) Committee on Judicial Affairs
3) Committee on Local Administration and Police Affairs
4) Committee on Foreign Affairs and Defense
5) Committee on Financial Affairs
6) Committee on Education, Culture and Science
7, Committee on Health and Welfare
) Committee on Labour and Social Policies
) Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

(
(
(
(
(
(
(8
(9)
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(10) Committee on Economy and Industry
(11) Committee on Transport, Information and Telecommunications
(12) Committee on Land and Environment
(13) Committee on Fundamental National Policies
(14) Committee on Budget
(15) Committee on Audit
(16) Committee on Oversight of Administration
(17) Committee on Rules and Administration
(18) Committee on Discipline

Article 42. Members of standing Committees shall be appointed by each House at

the beginning of a session, and shall hold their membership until their term of office as
Members of the Diet expires.

Every Member shall serve on at least one standing Committee. However, the
presiding officer, deputy presiding officer, Prime Minister and other Ministers of state, the
Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary, Special Advisors to the Prime Minister, and Parliamentary
Vice-Ministers, may resign the standing Committee membership assigned to them.

If & Member resigns standing Committee membership under the proviso of the
preceding paragraph, another Member of the party or group to which the Member belongs may
assume the membership.

Article 43. Each standing Committee may have an official with professional
knowledge(to be called DgSenmon-inDhor Professional Adviser), and researchers.

Article 44. A standing Committee of one House may hold a joint meeting with a
Standing Committee of the other House after consultation between the two Committees.

Article 45. A House may set up Special Committees  order to consider matters
which are deemed necessary by the House or particular matters which do not come under the

jurisdiction of any standing Committee.

Members of a Special Committee shall be appointed by the House, and shall serve
until the matter which was referred to the Committee is decided upon by the House.
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The Chairman of a Special Committee shall be elected by its members from among
themselves.

Article 46. Membership of standing Committees and of Special Committees shall be
allocated to political parties and groups in the House in proportion to their numerical strengh,
and then the Committee members shall be appointed according to this allocation.

If, after members have been appointed in accordance with the provision of the
preceding paragraph, there arises a need for redistribution of the membership so allocated by
reason of a change in the numerical strength of the political parties and groups, the presiding
officer may alter the membership with the consent of the Committee on Rules and
Administration, notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph 1 of Article 42 and paragraph 2 of
the preceding Avitcle.

Article 47. standing Committees and Special Committees shall consider the matters
referred to them, only while the Diet is in session.

Even while the Diet is not in session, however, standing Committees and Special
Committees may consider matters (including those of discipline) specifically referred to them by
a resolution of the House.

When a disciplinary matter is put to consideration while the Diet is not in session, in
accordance with the provision of the preceding paragraph, it must be a case which occurred
during the preceding session.

When it has been decided to continue consideration even while the Diet is not
session,  accordance with the provision of the second paragraph, the presiding officer of the
House concerned shall inform the other House and the Cabinet to that effect.

Article 48. The Chairman of a Committee shall arrange its business and maintain
order the Committee.

Article 49. No business may be transacted and no decision taken in a Committee
unless at least one half of its members are present.

Article 50. All matters shall be decided in a Committee by a majority of the members
present.  the case of a tie, the Chairman shall have the casting vote.
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Article 50-11. A Committee may propose a hill conceming matters under its
jurisdiction.

The Chairman of the Committee shall be the proposer of such a hill

Article 51. A Committee may hold open hearings on important measures and
matters of popular concern and for general purposes, and may hear views from the interested
parties or people of learning and experience.

Open hearings as mentioned in the preceding paragraph must be held on the overall
budget and important bills concerning revenue. This provision does not apply, however, to
matters which have the same content as those on which open hearings have already been
held.

Article 52. No persons other than Diet Members are admitted to a Committee
meeting as visitors. However, this provision does not apply to those engaged in news service
or any others who have obtained the permission of the Chairman.

A Committee may hold closed meetings if it so decides.
For the maintenance of order, the Chairman may order any of the visitors to leave the meeting
room.

Article 53. The Chairman shall report to the House the proceedings and results of
his Committee's meetings.

Article 54. A minority opinion rejected by a Committee but supported by one-tenth or
more of the members present may be reported to the House by a member of the minority
opinion, following the Chairman's report.  this case, the member of the minority opnion must
present to the presiding officer of the House a brief written report on the opinion under the joint
names of its supporters.

The presiding officer may allocate the time for the report on the minority opinion.

The written report shall be recorded in the minutes of the House, together with the
Committee's report.
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Chapter V-Il. Research Committees of the House of Councillors

Article 5411 The House of Councillors may set up Research Committees to conduct
long-term and comprehensive researches relating to fundamental matters of state
administration.

The Research Committees shall be maintained until the term of office of half the
Members of the House of Councillors expires.

The name, the matters to be investigated and the number of members of an
Research Committee shall be decided by the House of Councillors.

Article 54111 Member of a Research Committee shall be appointed by the House
and shall hold their membership as long as the Committee is in being.
Membership of Research Committees shall be allocated to political parties and groups in the
House in proportion to their numerical strength, and then the Committee members shall be
appointed according to this allocation.

If, after members have been appointed in accordance with the provision of the
preceding paragraph, there arises a need for redistribution of the membership so allocated by
reason of a change in the numerical strength of the political parties and groups, the presiding
officer may alter the membership with the consent of the Committee on Rules and
Administration notwithstanding the provision of paragraph 1 of this Article.

The chairman of a Research Committee shall be elected by its members from
among themselves.

Article 54-IV. The following provisions shall be applied mutatis mutandis to the
Research Committees: Article 20, Article 47 paragraph 1, 2 and 4, Article 48 to Article 50-Il
inclusive, Article 51 paragraph 1, Article 52, Article 60, Article 69 to Article 73 inclusive, Article
104, Article 105 Article 120, Article 121 paragraph 2 and Article 124,

When a hill is submitted by a Research Committee under Article 50-II paragraph 1, Article 57-
Ill shall also apply mutatis mutandis.

Chapter VI. Plenary Sittings

Article 55. The presiding officer of a House shall decide the Order of the Day and
inform the House of it in advance.
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Ifthe presiding officer deems it urgent, he may call a plenary sitting by notifying
Members of only the date and time of such a sitting.

Article 5511 The presiding officer may consult with the Chairman of the Committee
on Rules and administration and members of the Proceedings Conference selected and
appointed by the Committee, conceming the order of business and any other matters which he
deems necessary.  this case, if they fail to come to an agreement, the presiding officer may
give a decision.

The presiding officer may entrust the Chairman of the Committee on Rules and
Administration with the chairmanship of the Proceedings Conference.
The presiding officer may hold the Proceedings Conference at any time, whether the Diet is in
session or not.

Article 56. For a Member to present a measure, it is necessary to secure the
support of twenty or more Members in the House of Representatives, and ten or more
Members in the House of Councillors.  the case of a bill requiring budgetary action, however,
it is necessary for a Member to secure the support of fifty or more Members in the House of
Representatives, and twenty or more in the House of Councillors.

When a measure is introduced or presented, the presiding officer shall refer it to an
appropriate Committee, and, after consideration by the Committee, shall put it to consideration
in a plenary sitting. ~ case of urgency, however, and at the request of the introducer or the
proposer, consideration by the Committee may be omitted by a resolution of the House.

A measure which the Committee has decided need not be brought before a plenary
sitting, shall not be laid before the sitting. The measure must be brought to a plenary sitting,
however, if this is demanded by twenty or more Members of the House within seven days,
excluding the period of recess, from the day the Committee has made such a decision.

If no such demand is made in accordance with the proviso of the preceding
paragraph, the measure shall be dropped.

The provisions of the preceding two paragraphs shall not apply to a measure sent
from the other House.

Article 56-11 When the Committee on Rules and Administration deems it necessary,
a House may hear in its plenary sitting the explanation of the purport of a measure introduced
or proposed to the House.
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Article 56111 A House may, in case of necessity, call for an interim report by a
Committee on a pending measure or matter.

With respect to a measure or matter on which such an interim report has been
made, the House may, in case of urgent necessity, set a time limit for the Committee
consideration or proceed to deliberate it in a plenary sitting.

If @ House has allocated the time for the Committee consideration and the
consideration has not been completed within that time, the House shall begin to consider the
matter in a plenary sitting. The House may, however, extend the time for consideration, if the
Committee requests an extension.

Article 56-IV. Neither House may consider a measure which is identical with a
measure sent from the other House.

Article 57. A motion of measure amendment to be taken up in a plenary sitting must
be supported by at least twenty Members in the House of Representatives, and at least ten in
the House of Councillors. However, a motion of bill amendment which brings about an increase
of the budget or which will require budgetary action must be supported by at least fifty
Members in the House of Representatives, and at least twenty in the House of Councillors.

Article 57-11. A motion of budgetary amendment to be taken up in a plenary sitting
must be supported by at least fifty Members in the House of Representatives or at least twenty
in the House of Councillors.

Article 57111 A House or a Committee must afford the Cabinet an opportunity to
give its opinion on an amendment to increase the total amount of the budget, on a bill
presented by a Committee or a Member which requires budgetary action, or a bill amendment
which brings about an increase of the budget or which will require budgetary action.

Article 58. When the Cabinet has presented a measure to either House, the same
shall be sent within five days to the other House for preliminary consideration.

Article 59. To amend or withdraw a measure presented by the Cabinet, which a
House or a Committee has already begun to consider, the Cabinet is required to obtain the
consent of that House. The Cabinet may neither amend nor withdraw a measure, however,
after it has been decided upon by one of the House.
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Article 60. With respect to a measure presented by either House, the Chairman (or
his proxy) of the Committee concemed the introducer of the measure may explain the reason
for its introduction in the other House.

Article 61. The presiding officer of a House may allocate the time for questions,
debate and any other speaking, unless otherwise resolved beforehand by the House.

When one-fifth or more of the Members present raise an objection to the time
allocated by the presiding officer, he must put the case to a vote of the House without debate.

Any part of a Member's remarks which he fails to say because of the time allocation
shall be recorded in the minutes of the House, to the extent approved by the presiding officer,
unless otherwise resolved by the House.

Article 62. A House may close fits sitting to the public, by a decision of the House
adopted by a majority of two-thirds of the Members present, on a motion made by the
presiding officer or by ten or more Members.

Article 63. Concerning the record of proceedings in a closed sitting, a House may
not make public any part of it which the House especially decided to keep secret.

Article 64. When the post of Prime Minister becomes vacant, or when the Prime
Minister tenders his resignation, the Cabinet shall notify the fact to both Houses immediately.

Article 65. With respect to a measure requiring a resolution of the Diet, the presiding
officer of the House which made the final resolution, or, in the case that the resolution of the
House of Representatives has become the resolution of the Diet, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, shall present it to the Throne through the Cabinet if it is to be promulgated, or
to the Cabinet in other cases.

The designation of the Prime Minister shall be reported to the Throne by the Speaker
of the House of Representatives through the Cabinet.

Article 66. A law shall be promulgated within thirty days from the day of its
presentation to the Throne.

Article 67.  the case of a special law that is applicable to only one local public
entity, it shall be referred, after the final resolution in favour of it in the Diet, to a vote by the
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inhabitants of that local public entity in accordance with a separate law. If there is a majority in
favour, that resolution of the Diet shall be fixed and shall become a law.

Article 68. A measure or matter on which no resolution has been made during a
session shall not be carried over to the next session, except that when a measure or a
disciplinary matter is being considered under the provision of paragraph 2 of Article 47 while
the Diet is not in session, it shall be carried over to the next session.

Chapter VII. Presence of Ministers of state and others

Article 69. The Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary and a Parliamentary Vice-Minister
may present at a plenary sitting or a Committee meeting to assist the Prime Minister and other
Ministers
of State.

The Cabinet may allow, with the approval of the presiding officers of both Houses,
the President of the National Personnel Authority, the Director-General of the Cabinet
Legislation Bureau, the Chairman of the Fair Trade Commission and the Chairman of the
Environmental Disputes Coordination Commission to be present at a plenary sitting or a
Committee meeting in the capacity of Government special adviser to assist the Prime Minister
and other Ministers of State.

Article 70. When the Prime Minister, a Minister of state, the Deputy Chief Cabinet
Secretary, a Parliamentary Vice-Minister or a Government special adviser desire to speak at a
plenary sitting or a Committee meeting, he shall give notice to the presiding officer of the
House or the Chairman of the committee.

Article 71.A Committee may, through the presiding officer of its House, request the
presence of the Prime Minister, a Minister of state, the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary, a
Parliamentary Vice-Minister or a Government special adviser at its meeting.

Article 72. A Committee may, through the presiding officer of its House, request the
President and Commissioners of the Board of Audit to attend its meeting and give an
explanation.

At his own request and with the consent of a Committee, the Chief Justice of the

Supreme Court or a deputy designated by him may attend and give an explanation at the
Committee meeting.
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Article 73. Reports on a plenary sitting and committee meetings shall be delivered to
the Prime Minister, other Ministers of state, the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary, Parliamentary
Vice-Ministers or Government special advisers at the same time as they are distributed to
Members of the Diet.

Chapter VIII. Questions

Article 74. When a Member of a House desires to put a question to the Cabinet, he
i required to obtain the approval of the presiding officer of the House.
The question must be presented to the presiding officer as a concise statement in written form.

If a Member raises an objection regarding a question of his to which the presiding
officer has not given approval, the presiding officer must put the case to a vote of the House
without debate.

When it is demanded by a Member, the presiding officer shall record  the minutes
of the House a statement of the question to which he or the House has not given approval.

Article 75. The presiding officer of a House shall transmit to the Cabinet statements
of questions which he or the House has approved.

The Cabinet must answer a question within seven days from the day of receipt of the
concise statement. If an answer cannot be made within the period, the Cabinet is required to
state clearly the reason, and the time by which an answer can be given.

Article 76. A question of an urgent nature can be made orally by a resolution of the
House.

Article 77. Deleted.

Article 78. Deleted.

Chapter IX. Petitions

Article 79. A person who desires to make a petition to a House shall present it in
writing through a Member of the House.

Article 80. Resolutions on petitions shall be passed by the House after they have
been considered by the competent Committee.
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Petitions which the Committee has decided need not be brought before a plenary
sitting, shall not be laid before the sitting. They must, however, be brought to a plenary sitting,
if this is demanded by twenty or more Members of the House.

Article 81. Petitions which have been adopted by a House and are considered

appropriate for Cabinet action shall be transmitted to the Cabinet.
The Cabinet shall annually report to the House concerned on how the petitions mentioned in
the preceding paragraph have been dealt with.

Article 82. Both Houses shall separately receive petitions, and shall not interfere
with each other.

Chapter X. Relations between the Two Houses

Article 83. When a measure requiring a resolution of the Diet passed or amended by
House A, it shall be sent to house B; when the measure is rejected by House A, the fact shall
be notified to House B.

When House B adopts or rejects a measure sent from House A, the fact shall be
notified to House A.

When House B amends a measure sent from House A, the amended measure shall
be sent back to House A.

When House A agrees or disagrees to the amendment sent back from House B, the
fact shall be notified to House B.

Article 83-Il. When the House of Councillors rejects a hill sent from the House of
Representatives, the hill shall be retumed to the House of Representatives.

I the House of Councillors disagrees to a hill sent back by the House of
Representatives, and if a meeting of the Conference Committee of both Houses demanded by
the House of Councillors fails to be held through the refusal of the House of Representatives,
or if the House of Councillors does not call for a meeting of the Conference Committee, the hill
shall be returned to the House of Representatives.

When the House of Councillors rejects a budget or a treaty which was considered
first by the House of Representatives, it shall be returned to the House of Representatives.
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When the House of Representatives rejects a treaty which was considered first by the House
of Councillors, it shall be returned to the House of Councillors.

Article 83111 If the House of Representatives determines, according to the provision
of paragraph 4 of Article 59 of the Constitution of Japan, that failure by the House of
Councillors to take final action upon a bill has constituted a rejection, the House of
Representatives shall notify the House of Councillors to that effect.

When the resolution of the House of Representatives on a budget or a treaty
becomes the resolution of the Diet under the provision of paragraph 2 of Article 60 or Article 61
of the Constitution of Japan, the House of Representatives shall notify the House of Councillors
to that effect.

When notified as provided for under the preceding two paragraphs, the House of
Councillors shall immediately return to the House of Representatives the matters sent from or
sent back by the House of Representatives.

Article 83-IV. When a measure sent from House A is considered continuously in
House B while the Diet is out of session and is resolved upon in the subsequent session,
Atticle 83 shall apply.

Article 84. When the House of Representatives disagrees to a bill sent back to it by
the House of Councillors, or when the House of Councillors rejects a bill sent to it from the
House of Representatives or disagrees to a bill sent back to it by the House of
Representatives, the House of Representatives may call for the meeting of a Conference
Committee of both Houses.

Notwithstanding the provision of the preceding paragraph, the House of Councillors
may, only when it disagrees to a measure sent back from the House of Representatives, call
for a meeting of the Conference Committee at the same time as it notifies its disagreement.
The House of Representatives may, however, refuse this request for a meeting of the
Conference Committee.

Article 85. When the House of Representatives disagrees to a measure sent back to
it by the House of Councillors in respect of the budget or a treaty which was considered first by
the House of Representatives, or when the House of Councillors rejects the budget or treaty
which was sent to it from the House of Representatives, the House of Representatives must
call for a meeting of the Conference Committee.
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When the House of Councillors disagrees to a measure sent back to it by the House
of Representatives in respect of a treaty which was considered first by the House of
Councillors, or when the House of Representatives rejects a treaty sent to it from the House of
Councillors, he House of Councillors must call for a meeting of the Conference Committee.

Article 86. When either House resolves upon the designation of Prime Minister, the
fact shall be notified to the other House.
When the two Houses do not come to the same resolution on the designation of the Prime
Minister, the House of Councillors must call for a meeting of the Conference Committee.

Article 87. With respect to a measure or matter requiring a resolution of the Diet,
other than a hill, the budget or a treaty, when the House which subsequently considered it
disagrees to a resolution of the House which considered it first, the former House shall send
back the measure or matter to the latter, together with notification to that effect.

the case of the preceding paragraph, the House which considered first may call
for a meeting of the Conference Committee.

Article 88. When either House calls for a meeting of the Conference Committee, the
other House may not refuse it, except in the case mentioned in the proviso of paragraph 2 of
Article 84.

Article 89. The Conference Committee shall be composed of twenty members,
elected in each House in equal number.

Article 90. Meetings of the Conference Committee are presided over alternately by a
Chairman from each House who is elected by the Committee members of that House from
among themselves. The Chairman for the initial meeting shall be chosen by lot.

Article 91. No business may be transacted and no decision taken in a meeting of
the Conference Committee, unless at least two-thirds of its members from each House are
present,

Article 91-11 When a member of the Conference Committee is absent from meetings
without good reason, or, in disregard of repeated requests for his presence by the Chairman,
does not present himself, the presiding officer of the House to which the member belongs may
regard him as having resigned from the Conference Committee.
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the case of the preceding paragraph, the House to which that member of the
Conference Committee belongs shall immediately hold an election to fill the vacancy.

Article 92. & meeting of the Conference Committee, a draft compromise becomes
a final compromise when it has been decided upon by a majority of two-thirds or more of the
members present.

All matters, except as provided for in the preceding paragraph, shall be decided by a
majority of the members present.  the case of a tie, the chairman shall have the casting vote.

Article 93. A final compromise reached by the Conference Committee shall first be
considered by the House which called for its meeting, and shall then be sent to the other
House.

The final compromise shall not be subject to any further amendment.

Article 94. If the Conference Committee fails to reach a final compromise, the
Conference Committee Chairman of each House shall report the fact to his House.

Article 95. The presiding officer of either House may attend a meeting of the
Conference Committee to express his views.

Article 96. The Conference Committee may request the presence at its meeting of
the Prime Minister, other Ministers of state, the Deputy Chief Cabinet Secretary, Parliamentary
Vice-Ministers and Government special advisers.

Article 97. No outsider shall be admitted to a meeting of the Conference Committee.

Article 98. Rules of the Conference Committee other than those provided for in this
Law shall be made as agreed by both Houses in their respective resolutions.

Chapter XI. Emergency Session of the House of Councillors

Article 99. When the Cabinet seeks an emergency session of the House of
Councillors, the Prime Minister must make the request to the President of the House of
Councillors, fixing the date for assembly and indicating the measures or matters to be
considered.

When the request is made under the provision of the preceding paragraph, the
President of the House of Councillors shall notify each Member to that effect, and Members
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must meet at the House of Councillors on the designated date for assembly as mentioned in
the preceding paragraph.

Article 100. During an emergency session of the House of Councillors, a Member of
the House shall not be apprehended without the consent of the House, unless he is in the very
act of committing a criminal offence outside of House.

If a Member of the House of Councillors is apprehended before the opening of an
emergency session of the House, the Cabinet must communicate the Member's name, together
with a copy of the warrant of apprehension, to the President of the House by the day before
the date of assembly.

If a judge decides, during an emergency session of the House of Councillors, to
extend the detention period of a Member of the House who has been apprehended before the
opening of the emergency session, the Cabinet must notify the President of the House to that
effect.

A Member of the House of Councillors who has been apprehended before the
opening of an emergency session of the House of Councillors shall be released during the
term of the emergency session upon the demand of the House.

To propose a request for the release of a Member apprehended before the opening
of an emergency session of the House of Councillors, a written request with a statement giving
the reason must be presented to the President of the House under the joint names of twenty or
more Members.

Article 101. At an emergency session of the House of Councillors,Members may
present measures or matters only if they are related to any of those indicated under the
provision of paragraph 1 of Article 99.

Article 102. At an emergency session of the House of Councillors, petitions may be
presented only if they are related to the measures or matters indicated under the provision of
paragraph 1 of Article 99.

Article 102-11. When all the emergency measures or matters have been decided on,
the President shall declare the close of the emergency session.

Article 102-111. When the measures or matters have been passed at an emergency
session of the House of Councillors, those which require promulgation shall be presented to
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the Throne by the President of the House of Councillors through the Cabinet, while the others
shall be sent to the Cabinet.

Article 102-IV. For the consent of the House of Representatives to the steps taken
at an emergency session of the House of Councillors, the measure or matter shall be
presented by the Cabinet.

Article 102-V.  applying the provisions of Articles 6, 38, 47 par. 1, 67 and 69 par.
2, "convocation" shall read "assembly’, "session" shall read "an emergency session"; "after the
final resolution in favour of it in the Diet" shall read "after the resolution in favour of it in an
emergency session of the House of Councillors’; and "the Diet" and "hoth Houses" shall read
respectively "an emergency session of the House of Councillors" and "the House of
Councillors’; and in applying Provisions of Article 121-11, "the closing day of a session or on the
day before" shall read "the closing day of an emergency session of the House of Councillors or
on the day before"; the House had not resolved that consideration of it should continue while
the Diet was out of session" shall read "the Committee had not finished consideration” and 'the
previous session" shall read 'the emergency session of the House of Councillors following the
close of the previous session."

Article 102-VI.  order to conduct broad and comprehensive research on the
Constitution of Japan, a Research Commission on the Constitution shall be set up in each
House.

Article 102-VII. Matters related to the Research Commission on the Constitution,
except for the matter provided for in the preceding paragraph, shall be decided by each House.

Chapter XII. Relations of the Houses with the General Public and with
Government Agencies

Article 103. A House may send out its Members for the purposive considering
measures and so forth, or investigating into state administration, or whenever the House
deems it necessary.

Article 104. The Cabinet and offices of government, public, entities and others must
comply with requests of a House or any of its Committies for production of reports and records
necessary for consideration or research.
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case the Cabinet or office fails or refuses to comply with a request as refferred to
in the preceding paragraph, it must give a plausible reason. If the reason is found acceptable
by the House or the Committee, it is not necessary for the Cabinet or office to produce the
reports and records requested.

If the reason is found to be not acceptable, the House or the Committee may ask the
Cabinet to declare that the production of the reports and records would be gravely detrimental
to the national interest, if such a declaration is issued, it is not necessary for the Cabinet or
office to produce the reports and records requested.

If the Cabinet does not issue the declaration within ten days from the filing of the
request, the Cabinet or office must produce the reports and records as requested.

Article 105. Either House, and any of the Committees of either House, may request
the Board of Audit to carry out an audit upon specified matters when it is necessary for
examination or investigation, and to produce a report on the results.

Article 106. When a witness or voluntary testifier is summoned to or speaks at a
House for its consideration or investigation, travelling expenses and per diem shall be paid to
such a person according to the scale separately provided for.

Chapter XIIl. Resignation, Retirement, Filling of Vacancies and Challenge to
Member's Qualification

Article 107. A House may accept the resignation of its Members. While the Diet is
out of session, however, the resignation may be accepted by the presiding officer of the
House.

Article 108. When a Member of either House becomes a Member of the other
House, he shall be automatically retired from the first House.

Article 109. A Member of a House shall be retired from his office when he has lost
the legal eligibility for election.

Article 110. When a vacancy occurs in the membership of a House, the presiding
officer of the House shall notify the Prime Minister of the fact.
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Article 111. When a Member's qualification is challenged in a House, the House
shall decide on it after consideration by the competent Committee.

Such a challenge must be presented to the presiding officer in writing under the
name of a Member of the House.

Article 112. The Member whose qualification is challenged in a House may retain
not more than two counsel to defend his case.

The expenses for one of the counsel mentioned in the preceding paragraph shall be
bome by the state.

Article 113. A Member is not denied his seat and the rights attached to it until he
has been proved disqualified. He may not, however, vote at the meeting in which the challenge
to his qualification is considered, though he may defend himself.

Chapter XIV. Maintenance of Order and Policing

Article 114.  order to maintain order in a House during a session of the Diet, the
presiding officer of the House shall exercise police power within the House in accordance with
this Law and the Rules of the House. The same shall apply also while the Diet is out of
session.

Article 115. Police personnel needed for a House shall be sent by the Cabinet upon
the request of the presiding officer of the House and shall be placed under his direction.

Article 116. When, at a plenary sitting, a Member acts contrary to this Law or the
rules of procedure, or conducts himself in a disorderly manner, or impairs the dignity of the
House, the presiding officer shall warn or restrain him or cause him to retract his remarks. If
the presiding officer's order is not obeyed, he may forbid the Member to speak until the day's
sitting is over or, if the proceedings are to be carried over to the following day, until the end of
the proceedings; or he may cause the Member to leave the Chamber.

Article 117. The presiding officer may temporarily suspend or adjourn the sitting for
the day, if the Chamber goes out of control.

Article 118. If a visitor in the gallery obstructs the proceedings in the Chamber, the

presiding officer may cause him to leave or, if necessary, hand him over to the police
authorities.
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The presiding officer may order the gallery to be cleared if it becomes too clamorous.

Article 11811, If a person other than a Member creates a disturbance in a House,
the presiding officer may cause him to leave the House or, if necessary, hand him over to the
police authorities.

Article 119. No insulting language shall be used or remarks made in a House on
another person's private affairs.

Article 120. A Member who has been insulted at a plenary sitting or at a Committee
meeting may appeal to the House for disciplinary action.

Chapter XV. Disciplinary Measures

Article 121. When a disciplinary case occurs in a House, the presiding officer shall
refer it first to the Committee on Discipline for consideration, and, after debate in a plenary
sitting, he shall pronounce the verdict of the House.

When a disciplinary case occurs in a Committee, the Chairman must report it to the
presiding officer for disciplinary action.

A Member may make a motion for disciplinary action with the support of forty or
more Members in the House of Representatives and twenty or more in the House of
Councillors. This motion must be made within three days from the date when the alleged case
occurred.

Article 121-11. With respect to a disciplinary case occurring on the closing day of a
session or on the day before the closing day, the presiding officer of the House may refer it to
the Committee on Discipline within three days from the date of convocation of the next session,
if the presiding officer had failed to refer it to the Committee on Discipline, or if it had been
referred to the Committee but the House had not resolved that consideration of it should
continue while the Diet was out of session, or if the Committee had finished considering it but
the House had passed no resolution on .

If a disciplinary case occurs on the closing day of a session or on the day before the
closing day, and if no time is allowed for a motion for disciplinary action to be made, or if such
a motion is presented but the House does not pass a resolution upon i, or if the case is
referred to the Committee on Discipline but the House does not resolve that consideration of it
shall be continued while the Diet is out of session, or if the Committee finishes considering the
case hut the House does not pass a resolution on it; then a Member may, with the support of
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the required number of Members provided for in paragraph 3 of the preceding article, present a
motion for disciplinary action within three days from the date of convocation of the next
session.

the first session of the House of Representatives convoked following a general
election of the Members of that House, and in the first session of the House of Councillors
convoked following a regular election of the Members of that House, the provisions of the
preceding two paragraphs shall not apply to a disciplinary case which occurred on the closing
day of the previous session or on the day before the closing day.

Article 121-111. When a disciplinary case occurs in a Committee or any other place
within the House while the Diet is out of session, the presiding officer may refer it to the
Committee on Discipline within three days from the date of convocation of the next Diet
session.

When a case occurs in @ Committee or any other place within the House while the
Diet is out of session, a Member may, with the support of the required number of Members
provided for in paragraph 3 of Article 121, make a motion for disciplinary action within three
days from the date of convocation of the next session.

Article 122. Disciplinary actions shall be as follows:

—

1) Admonition in an open plenary sitting;

2) Apology in an open plenary sitting;

3) Suspension of attendance at the House for a certain period; and,
4) Expulsion.

P —

Article 123. Neither House can refuse an expelled Member if he is reelected.

Article 124. The presiding officer shall specially issue a writ of summons to a
Member who does not respond to convocation of the Diet without good reason within seven
days from the date of the convocation, or does not present himself without good reason to a
plenary sitting or a Committee meeting, or remains absent beyond a period of leave of
absence; and, if, within seven days from his receipt of the summons, the Member still fails to
present himself without excuse, the presiding officer shall refer the case to the Committee on
Discipline.
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Chapter XV-II. Political Ethics

Article 124-11. Members must abide by the principles of political ethics to be
established by a decision of each House, and by the standards of conduct to be established by
a decision of each House in compliance with the principles of political ethics.

Article 124-111. A Deliberative Council on Political Ethics shall be set up in each
House for the purpose of establishing Political ethics.

Article 124-IV. Any matters relating to a Deliberative Council on political Ethics not
provided for in the preceding article shall require a decision of each House.

Chapter XVI. Impeachment Court

Article 125. Impeachment of a judge shall be heard by the Impeachment Court
which is composed of members elected in equal number in each House from among its
Members.

The President of the Impeachment Court shall be elected by the members of the
Court from among themselves.

Article 126. Removal proceedings against a judge shall be instituted by the
Indictment Committee which is composed of members elected in equal number in each House
from among its Members.

The Chairman of the Indictment Committee shall be elected by its members from
among themselves.

Article 127. A Member of the Impeachment Court may not become concurrently a
member of the Indictment Committee.

Article 128. When the members of the Impeachment Court or of the Indictment
Committee are elected in each House, their reserves shall also be elected.

Article 129. Matters relating to the Impeachment Court and the Indictment
Committee other than those provided for in this Law shall be prescribed by a separate law.
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Chapter XVII. National Diet Library, Legislative Bureau and Members' Office
Buildings

Article 130. The National Diet Library shall be established in the Diet by a separate
law, in order to assist Diet Members in their study and research.

Article 131. A Legislative Bureau shall be established in each House to assist Diet
Members in drafting hills.

Each Legislative Bureau shall have one Commissioner General, secretaries and
other necessary personnel.

The Commissioner General of the Legislative Bureau shall be appointed and
dismissed by the presiding officer with the approval of the House, provided that, when the Diet
is out of session, the presiding officer may accept the resignation of the Commissioner General
of the Bureau.

The Commissioner General of the Legislative Bureau shall administer of the
business of the Legislative Bureau under the supervision of the presiding officer.

The secretaries and other personnel of the Legislative Bureau shall be appointed
and dismissed by the Commissioner General, with the consent of the presiding officer and the
approval of the Committee on Rules and Administration.

The secretaries of the Legislative Bureau shall work under the direction of the Commissioner
General.

Article 132 order to assist Members in carrying out their duties, two secretarial
assistants shall be provided for each Member, and Members' Office Buildings shall be
constructed to provide Members with office space.

Chapter XVIIl. Supplementary Provisions

Article 133. Any period of time under this Law and the Rules of each House shall be
regarded as including the day of beginning.

(This Law shall become effective on the day of enforcement of the Constitution of
Japan.)
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