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This thesis aims at studying the historical background and development of Ruam An Ray,or Rum Kratoh Saak of the
Thai-Khmer people. It also analyzes the styles of Ruam An Ray performance, both the traditional loriginal style and the present-
day one as performed in Surin province. The study is based on related documents, interviews with those concerned with Ruam
An Ray, and observations of performance, photographs and video along with the training the author has received from the
Ruam An Ray master in Surin province.

The study finds that there are two styles of Ruam An Ray: the original Ruam An Ray, and the present-day Ruam An
Ray. The original one was the performance of the villagers during the Songkran festival in order to provide entertainment and
create opportunity for men and women to meet. The present-day Ruam An Ray has undergone developments and is now a
performance by specialized professional artists, accompanied with music and beautiful costumes different from the original
version.

The performance of both types of Ruam An Ray can be divided into 3 similar steps: rum rob sak, rum kao sak, and
comedy dance. Outstanding characteristics of the dance are that in the traditional Ruam An Ray, the head, body, hands, feet
and other gestures are done without emphasis on shifting one’s weight from one knee to another as he moves. Rather, the
gestures are natural with the body leaning forward and sidewards as a person moves. As for the present-day Ruam An Ray,
emphasis is on bending one’s knee, putting one's weight on the foot forward and shifting one’s weight from one foot to another
so as to aid movement and change of direction. The comedy dance, on the other hand, is unique to Ruam An Ray dance and
has not been found in any other dance of the same type. Dare-devilish and acrobatic movements are combined with traditional
dance poses such as jeeb, tang wong, and the leaning and twisting of the body.

The traditional Ruam An Ray is performed on a village ground while the present-day Ruam An Ray is performed on a
stage. The costume is similar to the local costume but the present-day Ruam An Ray's costume is more elaborate. The rice
pestle is the only equipment needed for the dance and is used to provide rhythm for the performers and induce excitement. The
Ruam An Ray band consists of several musical instruments which are the drum,woodwind, fiddle, cymbal, and castanets. The
music consists of 5 tunes namely Kamamare, Katpaka, Juengmui, Mulobkong and Jongpee.

Ruam An Ray is a traditional local dance of the Thai of Khmer descent. It is a unique dance which has undergone
constant developments. The study might provide some guidelines for consideration of the advantages and disadvantages of
the development of a traditional local dance to be a performing art for the general public. Apart from Ruam An Ray, there are
many other local dances of the Thai of Khmer descent which also deserve to be studied further.
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