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The purposes of this study were: 1) to calculate the cost burden of government on
educational wastage; 2) to determine factors affecting educational wastage; 3) to purpose the
alternatives for educational wastage reduction. The sample of 574 dropped-out students and those
who spent longer than the specified period of study were to have from the programs of science and
mathematics education in 10 public universities during the academic years of 1992-1996. Both
guestionnaire and interview guide also used to obtain data from 331 students and experts.
Percentage, Arithematic Means (X), standard Deviation (SD), Chi-square (x2), and Discriminant
Analysis by stepwise method were employed for the data analysis. The findings were as follows:

1) Cost burden of government on educational wastage in science and mathematics
education programs from dropouts and the spending longer than the specified period of study during
1992-1996 was about 20,177,680 baht. (4.1%)

2) Factor effecting educational wastage in the aspect of the students’ perceptions at the
highest level was institutional factor followed by the students’ personal and family factor
consecutively.

Factor effecting educational wastage in the aspect of students’ personal and
educational status at the highest level was high school grade point average follow by the cumulative
grade point average at the programs.

3) To reduce educational wastage, the quality of education at high school level and
university level have to be improved by (1) Improving the program’s instructional quality (2)

Improving the school on guidance of quality.
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