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The objective of this research is to study the roles of local news presented through local
mass media in Ubon ratchathani provivce. The study analyses the contents of news on one television
program, three radio programs, and eight newspapers. The interview of some local media executives is
also used to analyse the results.

The research finds that the news contents of studied media reflect all three idealistic roles
of local mass media, that are development role, identity and unity promoting role, and democracy
supporting role. Moreover, every media has the role of public relations ; the television and radio promote
the news of state activities, while newspaper promotes hoth state and local business activities. With
regard to the news role rationing, most media focus on news reflecting development role, especially
economic development ; and information and warning. However, public relations role is emphasized
more than other roles 1 including Social, educational, and health development role, identity and unity
promoting role, and democracy supporting role. Although the news contents of each media focuses on
different roles, the bureaucrats and government offices are the most important news sources in all
media. This finding shows that the information flow through the local media is dominated by state
sector. However a few local radio program and newspaper open some chances of communication flow
from awil sector.

The different roles of these local media are not vary between state-owned media, which are
television and radio, and private-owned media which is newspaper . Rather, the factors which impact

the roles of them are socio-economic factors such as administrative policy, local power, sources of
buget, and personel.
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