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The objectives of this research are to study the roles of local radio stations Chonburi
toward the environmental and natural resources preservation , in both actual and expected roles as
well as to analyze factors related to the role performing . The analysis of this research was

".undertaken within frameworks of theory of structural and functionalism land theory of organization.

The data used in this research were acquired through the content analysis of radio
program broadcasted during July 15 - August 31,1998 as well as in-depth interviews of 41 audiences
and 11 radio workers. The analysis demonstrated that the roles of local radio stations mostly
performed are 1 presenting information 2. creating public attitude 3. guiding practical instructions 1
giving knowledge and cooperating with others organizations. The roles rarely performed are being
status conferral lintroducing strategic thought for problem solving and providing forum / feedback
channel. The roles never performed are being leader in environmental activity and watchdog. The
expectation of local audiences are mostly expressed in quantitative perspectives, including local
radio stations to gain the roles of creating public attitude and giving knowledge. The only qualitative
expectation is the activity leader Iwhich local radio stations could not perform during this research
period. The internal factors related to the role performing are the organization policies lradio
personnel’s attitudes , quantity and skills of personnel, and budget. The external factors are the
information resources and sponsors. The most influent factor in the radio personnel ' point of view is

the budget.

summary 1the roles of local radio stations as the mass communication can be
categorized into two levels . The primary roles which do not require extensive resources and being
performed nowadays . These roles are presenting information, create public attitude 1guiding
practical instruction and co-operating to others . The advanced roles which requires extensive
resources than primary roles and is rarely performed by the mass communication media especially
radio . These roles are being status conferral, introducing strategic thought for problem solving 1

being activity leader and providing forum / feedback channel land being watch dog.
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