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# # 448 11692 24 : MAJOR GOVERNMENT

KEY WORD: Sun Tzu / Machiavelli / The Art of War / Leadership /

Power / Warfare
SUMAPORN SRIMUNG : POWER, LEADERSHIP AND
WARFARE IN SUN TZU AND MACHIAVELLI: A
COMPARATIVE STUDY. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF.
CHAIYAN CHAIYAPORN,Ph.D., 150 pp. ISBN 974-17-6694-7.

As the comparative study of Power, Leadership and Warfare of Sun Tzu and
Machiavelli, | have studied “Sun Tzu's The Art of War” translated by Atikom Sawatiyarn
and Machiavelli’'s “The Art of War” translated by Allan Gilbert as the main of comparative
study. In the part of Machiavelli, | also have elaborated others Machiavelli’'s works such
as The Prince and The Discourses in order to create more understanding and interpreting
in some points.

The result of comparative study has found out that Sun Tzu and Machiavelli
concepts are different in some points. As Sun Tzu is the practitioner meanwhile
Machiavelli is just only the observer but there are some familiar points too. Their conepts
toward nature of war is common that the war is chaos and it can bring about the interest.
Additionally, they thought that war come from common factor which is human nature.
Eventhough, their point of view is different in some of original concept. However, both are
ended by the same conclusion.

For the conception of Power, | have described this by separating the conception of
power into 3 types; lose of power, acquiring of power and retaining of power. Their idea
towards the power in the context of war is different in the detail but they both had agreed
that cause of lose of power, acquiring of power and retaining of power was virtue or the
acknowledgement in the Art of War and ability to apply prudently. Since if you are lack of
or weak in the Art of War, you will lose the power. On the other hand, if you possess the
Art of War then you can earn the power. But you do not develop the knowledge in the Art
of War, you are not longer retaining the power.

For the Leadership, | have presented in the matter of leader's management inside
the armed force. Both of their view is different in term of leader’s level. Machiavelli would
emphasize mainly in the Prince or Governor of the State. Meanwhile, Sun Tzu paid more
attention to commander-in-chief. However they both agree that if the leader in the policy
level and practical level seem to be not understanding the Art of War profoundly, they can
not bring the army to the glory.

From the study, it can find that military power is essential factor which effects the
political power especially in the context of war or political disorder. Thus, we can not
avoid the study of military power because military power is able to be supporting factor
and obstacle in political power.
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