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The objectives of this study are to determine loopholes or restrictions of lavs concerning
conservation and protection of archaeological environnent, ancient buildings, curios vhich nay be affected by
construction of dan, problems and difficulties encountered by organizations enforcing the lavs, whether the
lavs presently in force are effective enough to efficiently conserve and protect in accordance with the modern
ting conservationof cultural heritage the archagological environnent vhich mey be affected by construction of
(an.

The study reveals that the major factor contributing to the destruction of ancient buildings,
curios, and archaglolgical resources is the legal neasures provided in two lavs.The provisions of which do not
conform  vitbthe - circumstances under vhich dan is to be constructed. The first one is the Ancient Buildings,
Curios, objetsd” Art, and National Museum, BE2504 AD. 19L) as anended ill BE25SH i1.D.1992). The
provision of Section  of the said lav provides that the Department, of Fine Arts is the enforcing agency
conserving - and protecting ancient building, curios, and archagological resources, especially the registration
of national cultural heritage. Since it is the only agency engaging in such activities, its coverage is rather
United and therefore depriving the dam construction project owners from necessary in formation ~ regarding
archaeological resources and ancient buildings in the project area including the underground archaeological
sites 0 enablethen to formulate efficient preventive measures to reduce the impact when the project is
approved by the government. The second enactment s the provision of Section 46 of the Enancement and
Conservation of National Environmental Quality Act, B.E2535 (AD.1992) and the Ministerial Notifications
of the Ministry ofScience, Technology, and Environment by vhich the prescription of the size of the dam the
construction of vhichrequires Environmental Impact Assessment report vas not suitable as veil as unclear and
unsuitable criteria anddirections of such report. In addition, the inappropriate ratio of members of the
National Environment Board under Section 12 shovs lack of independence and may render partiality in the
consideration of the Environmental Impact Assessment report,

It is therefore proposed that the existing lavs be angnded  conform with the modern principle
of cultural heritage conservation. And the roles of concerned agencies be improved to suit social, political
and governnentconditions in conformity with the principle of decentralization of pover. The people, communites,
and various organizations should be entitled to participate by means of public hearing.
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