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j This research focuses on the type and content of news stories which have received
best-new™ award from the Isra Amantakul Foundation, between 1972 and 1996. There are a
total of 2j stories. This thesis has the following two objectives :

j L To study the substance of the news stories by examining their content, the use of
the sourcjes of news, and presentation of the story.

j 2. To monitor and analyse the consequent effects of the news story.

j Preliminary results of the study indicates that from the 24 news stories which received
the award, the Matichon daily received the most number of awards, namely nine. The Thai Rath
daily received five awards and the Daily News received three. News stories on the environment
received Jhe greatest number of awards totalling five. The issue of the bank fraud involving the
Bangkok jBank of Commerce (BBC) was one the award - winner news story most frequently
reported  daily news paper, totalling 142 stories in 1996. The award - winner news stories
least frequently reported was the scandal  educational circles in 1985 numbering two. The
kidnapping and killing of the mother and her son of the Srithanakhan family was the subject
appearecj  editorials collumn most frequently, totaling 13 in 1994, 26 of which were editorial
viewpointjarticle. News stories which received the award and which most frequently used news
sources cjlealt with the amphetamines issue. This was 1995 numbering 239 times of citing
news sources, most of which were police sources. The majority of the content of news stories
which received the awards dealt with conflict, and suspicious and abnormal situations. The
impact ofl all 24 news stories has been significant in changing the situation, policies, personals
and punishment according to the law.
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