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The main objective o f this research was to study the factors o f incorrect 
reporting and the acceptance o f the newspapers. The research was designed to collect 
data by analyzing eighteen incorrect reporting cases from nine Thai daily newspapers 
published in 1999. Furthermore, data were collected by depth-interview nine editors 
o f those newspapers, nine injured persons and two media academics.

The findings indicate that there are three kinds o f the incorrect reporting 
focusing on 1. Misuses o f language 2. Information Interpreting and issue 3. Data and 
news sources reference. The main factors o f  incorrect reporting are composed o f  
journalists, news sources, time constraints and newspaper policies. But the most 
importance factor is the journalists and the main subordinate factors are journalistic 
standard , social culture and newspaper policies. Other factors : news sources or time 
constraints are some parts o f reporting process which can be controlled by the 
journalists.

The acceptance or refusal incorrect reporting is importantly depended on 
journalist’s awareness o f facts, injured persons, newspaper policies, legal matters and 
morality. There are many ways that the newspapers use to express their concern to 
injured persons, depending on how they negotiate, such as printing an argument 
letters, corrections, apology from the defendant in newspaper or stop reporting an 
incorrect issue. On the other hand, they will continue to report or publish that issue 
and deny to print a defendant’s argument if  they believe that it is correct.

In the opinions o f news editors, injured persons and media academics, they 
all agree that they should improve a journalistic standard for increasing developing 
journalists’ knowledge in any field and reporting skill for preventing an incoiTect 
reporting. Moreover, injured persons and media academics suggest that it is time for 
the journalist to have a license.
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