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This study is to construct an additive bilingual program to promote the Central Thai and
Northern Thai dialect speaking ability of preschool children in terms of fluency, clarity and
communication with the use of vocabulary, sentence structure and choice of contextually proper
language. The subjects were eleven children aged three to five who enrolled in the first level of
preschool in the first semester of 1999 academic year at Banmaetaman School, Chiangmai province.
The program development was divided into four phases, i.e., preparation, construction, field testing
and revision.

To evaluate the program, the children' Central Thai language and Northern Thai dialect
speaking ability was individually measured by informal interviews in meaningful speaking contexts
by a Central Thai speaking teacher ( the researcher ) and a Northern Thai dialect speaking teacher
(the classteacher ). The program satisfaction was appraised by parent unstructured group interviews.
The program implementation was assessed by the researcher.

The study revealed that after the program (1) the preschool children had higher Central
Thai and Northern Thai speaking ability by at least one level in all aspects, (2) all parents were highly
satisfied with the program.

The product of this study was a Handbook of Additive Bilingual Program to Promote the
Central Thai and Northern Thai Dialect.
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