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The purposes of this thesis are to analyze the phonological system reflected in the Roman-based
script Kachin writing system, to analyze the phonological system of the Kachin language as spoken by the
Kachin born and raised in Thailand, to compare these two phonological systems, and to invent a Thai-based

script Kachin writing system.

The Kachin language in this thesis is Jinghpaw’, a language of the Kachinish sub-branch of the

Tibeto-Burman language family.

The data was collected from two principle informants, a male and a female, aged 20-25 years
old, born and raised in Thailand. The word list of 1,074 items was used as a tool to elicite the language data for
analyzing the phonological system of the Kachin language as spoken by the Kachin who were born and raised
in Thailand. Three Kachin textbooks written in a Roman-based script were used as a major data source for
analyzing the phonological system of the Kachin language as spoken when the Roman-based writing system

was invented.

The research result indicates that there are 22 consonants, 18 consonant clusters, 8
monophthongs, and 3 diphthongs in the Kachin phonological system reflected in the Roman-based script
Kachin writing system. The tonal system cannot be analyzed since there are no tone marks. The phonological
system of the Kachin language as spoken by the Kachin born and raised in Thailand comprises 24 consonants,
13 consonant clusters, 10 monophthongs, and 4 tones. The differences between these two phonological systems
have resulted from two factors: 1) language contact with the Thai language 2) phonological solution of the

researcher.

The invention of the Thai-based script, i.e., the combination of the phoneme-based concept and

the traditional Thai writing system, is based on the phonological system of the Kachin language as spoken by

the Kachin born and raised in Thailand.
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