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T DEASANT MOVEMENT
PRAVIT NOPARATVARAKORN : A STUDY OF PEASANT MOVEMENT IN THE
STRUGGLE FOR LAND RIGHTS : A MACRO PERSPECTIVE AND THE CASE OF
PA DONG LANN MOVEMENT. THESIS ADVISOR  ASSO. PROF. SUTHY

PRASARTSET, Ph.D. 202 pp. ISBN 974-639-895-4.

This thesis deals with the movement of peasants who were victims of unequal
development and deprivation of communities’ resources, owing to the Thai state’s “land
resettlement program for the poor (Kor-jor-kor).” Thus, their movement constitutes a direct
attack on the state’s development policy. The study covers both a macro-perspective of the
peasant movement and the specific case of Pa Dong Lann peasant movements. It presents
concepts and theories of social movement with special reference to the Thai peasantry, the
processes of people empowerment and of political accumulation and diffusion.

This study finds that the organization and outcomes of the movements have
developed over time in the following aspect: a) from a rigid hierarchical structure to horizontal
one with a high degree of democratic participation; b) from the movement demand which
focussed on narrowed interests of members to those based on wider social concerns, e.g.
political reform; c) active flows of information and diffusion of political activities among
members have significantly empowered the peasants, who, with collective consciousness,
became confident of their rights and the realization of their potentials.

By active participating in the movement, the peasants have gained their new
consciousness and experience through the process of political accumulation, .g. organizing a
relevant movement and gaining negotiating skills. Adding to this is the process of political
diffusion, which enables displaced peasants in other districts to start their own movement,
thus enlarging the movement networks. All this process contributes to shift in the relation of
force in favor of the popular sector, i.e. a new relationship between the state and the people.
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