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The Democrat Party was an intra-parliamentary party in 1946 to support MR.Kuang Apaiwong.
Its longitudinal age could be distributed into 4 eras; the first was between 1946-1958. The second was
between 1968-1976. The third was between 1979-1988. And the fourth was between 1990-1998. The research
study in regard of Samuel p. Huntington frame of thought about political institutionalization contributed to
that The Democrat Party passed the first stage of Thai political context, a stage of factionalism among the
elites, with low level of political participation. In the second stage, when there was a polarization in politic,
the mass embraced of students and middle-class took a radical move to oust the military regime led by Field-
Marshal Thanom Kitikajom and Field-Marshal Prapas Jarusatien. The third stage was when Thai politics
engaged in the expansion and political parties were recognized. And the fourth stage, when political parties
attributed the institutionalization.

The Democrat Party possessed a higher level of institutionalization than the others. By
considering its adaptability with longitudinal chronological age of over 50 years. Ages of parties’ leaders,
which inherited through generations. The adaptability of functions and responsibilities upon situations. The
party was capable in expanding a number of 173 branches, accounted to more than the rest. But its coherence
was similar to the others, simply the dissenting experiences in the old days contributed the heritages at present.
And it was considered to be the most important characteristic to support Thai political parties to be political
institution in the development process of political institutionalization.
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