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This thesis has two main objectives: to study the development of the Lao short story in terms of its 
composition, especially themes and writing techniques and to analyze the development of the genre in its relationship to 
social changes.

The research results show the theme of the Lao short story has developed according to changes in social 
condition and can be divided into 4 periods. The first period, written in the realistic tradition, reflects the Lao society from 
the time under the French colonization until the participation of the United States in the Indo-China war. The Lao short 
story writes in this nascent period were primarily women, the fact which explains the eminent roles of female characters 
in short stories.

The period between 1965 to 1975, witnessed the second phase of the Lao short story which has different 
themes depending on the different political zones. The short story written in the Kingdom zone has themes that criticize 
corruptions, capital-bound immigration and problems resulting from change in values. The ones written in the liberated 
zone present similar problems but whereas the Kingdom zone writers only represent them, the authors of the liberated zone 
suggest the desired political policies and the proper ways of solving those problems.

In its third period, firm 1976 to! 987, after the change in political regime, the trend of the liberated zone 
waiters had developed to become the mainstream of the Lao short story and through its themes was an important tool for 
introducing political concepts, painting the picture of desirable, new societies and campaigning for support for the 
government. Moreover, some short stories present the conflict between the individual and society.

In its fourth period, from 1988 to 1997, the Lao short story shifted from the socialist realistic vogue ๒ its their 
phase to more globalized themes. Lao short story writers became more individualized and critical of socialist policies 
than their counterparts of the previous stage.
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