1 (Hesiod) 800
The Theogony

4 4
4
1 Buckner B. Trawick , World literature , vo. (New York : Barnes &

Noble 11961) , p. 47.
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3 (Myth-making)

y
2.1,

* " (fable)
1

Electra (Euripides) Oedipus the King (Sophacles)

Agamemnon (Seneca) Prometheus Bound
Prometheus Bound
3 (trilogy)* 3
2
* “trilogy”
* tetralogy” 3 trilogy

tetralogy



Prometheus Bound

[

2. Prometheus Unbound
3, Pyrkaeus, the fire-kindler2

A History of Ancient Greek Literature 3
1 Prometheus Bound
2. Prometheus Freed
3, Prometheus the Fire-Carriers

(Zeus)
(Tartarus)
! 1 (Hercules)u

Prometheus Bound

‘ " ‘ " (forethought)

2Victor Ehrenberg 1 Man 1 state and deity (London : Methuen , 1974) 1

pp. 37-40.

3 Guilbert Murray 1A history of ancient Greek literature (New York : D.

Appleton and Company 11932) , p. 219.



Prometheus’s name suggested something like *“Fore-thought”,

so he was given a brother *“After-thought”...4

...there is story behind his name. The name is an artefact, a
symbol, not the name of a god or Titan but the title of a being

of supreme intelligence, foreseeing the future... 5

Prometheus Bound

(Authority)

Authority : ...The name the gods have given you is wrong :
would one whose name mean “forethought” be where you
are now? You'll need to “think ahead,” I'd say,
to wriggle out of thiS, Prometheus!

( Prometheus Bound , p. 68)

(Kronos)

4 Richard Cavendish 1chief editor 1“Man 1myth & magic T’ The illustrated
encyclopedia of mythology, religious and the unknown s (1983) : 2,262.

5 Victor Ehrenberg 1Man , state and deity 1p. 35.



Prometheus Bound

Prometheus : It hurts to talk about it ; yet 1to keep
it in hurts, too. Since both are bad, why not?
When first the gods got mad and chose up sides,
the one who wanted Kronos out were all
for making Zeus the king-that’s what they said!
The others, though, said just the opposite :

that Zeus - if they held sway-would never rule!

And so | thought
it best, considering the way things stood-
back then, | mean - to switch to Zeus’s side ;
my mother with me. He accepted help
as willingly as | had offered it.
The scheme was mine by which the sight of Kronos-

old, indeed, but Titan still...

( Prometheus Bound 1pp. 72-73)

Prometheus Bound



(magical element)

Prometheus Bound

Prometheus : ..when he was seated on his father’s throne,
immediately and by himself, Zeus set
about arranging everything into
a system meshed as closely as a net!
It all fit perfectly - except for men.
Those suffering human beings he ignored.
And if he could have just removed that race
and shut it up in darkness - all of itr -
he longed to plant a new one in its place.
And but for me, nobody said him nay.
But | had nerve and | contrived a way
to rescue mortals from the certainty

of death that hovered over them...

Prometheus : And don't forget | also gave them fire.

Chorus : Oh, yes - you gave those worthless men bright fire.



(4

Prometheus : The fire by which they’ll learn both skills and schemes.
(Prometheus Bound 1pp. 73-74)

Prometheus Bound

(Oceanus) ()
(Hermes)

(chorus)

Prometheus Bound

6 John Gassner , Masters of the drama (New York : Dover Publication ,

1954) , p. 17.



(Upright stature)

7 Prometheus Bound

(Scythia)

(Dionysus) (God of wine)

7Thomas Bulfinch 17he age of fabte (London :JM Dent & Sons 1 973) 1
pp. 22-3L.
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(Demeter Ceres)

‘1 " (God of potters and smiths)
(Hephaestus)

Prometheus appears at Athens as one of the gods specially
worshipped by potters and smiths. There was an annual torch-race
from the altar he shared with Hephaestus , perhaps originally a
ceremony for renewing the purity of another altar’s fire.8

Man, state and deity

(Athena)

Prometheus is a curiously vague personality in Greek myth,
He is one of the less important gods. We know of only one cult of
importance, at Athens, where he was the god of potters, worshipped
sometimes with Hephaestus (the blacksmith) and Athena, who was
also the patron of metal workers...9

8 Richard Cavendish Lchief editor 1“Man , myth &magic L' the inustrates

encyclopedia of mythology Lreligious and the unknown. 8 2,261

9 Victor Ehrenberg Ivan tstate and deity 1p. 3.



Prometheus Bound

(flaw)

Prometheus :

17

(tragic hero)

...And nothing he may try will work. He can’t
persuade me ; eventhough he finds words sweet
enough to cast a spell, 1 won’t respond. Nor will
| shrink from threats, however fierce.

I will not tell him what | know until

he turns me loose and pays me for this wrong.

( Prometheus Unbound , p. 71)



(Milton) (Goethe) (Byron)
(Shelley) (Browning)
2.2.
18
19 (The Romanticist) 1775
1850 (William  Blake) (William

Wordsworth) (Lord Byron)



Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Bound
Prometheus Unbound Prometheus Bound

Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Unbound

1818 3 1819



Prometheus : ...Everything they did was hit-or-miss
until | taught them, finally, about
the star :the way they rise and, much more dif-
ficult to understand, just how they fall!
| then revealed to them their minds’ unique
capacity for numbers found for them
the alphabet, the Muses’ mother ; means
for culture and remembering everything!
(Prometheus Bound , pp. 8081 )

Prometheus Unbound
Asia : ..He taught the implicated orbits woven
of the wide-wandering stars ; and how the
Changes his lair, and by what secret spell
The pale moon is transformed, when her broad eye
Gazes not on the interlunar sea

He gave man speech, and speech created thought,
Which is the measure of the universe...
(Prometheus Unbound 1pp. 252-253 )



Prometheus Bound Prometheus Unbound
Prometheus : ...Zeus took that kind of help fronr Prometheus : .. | gave dl
me-and here you see what he thinks up to pay He has ; and in return he chains me here
me back! There is a sickness tyrants always  Years, ages, night and day...
seem to catch : they cannot ever trust their ~ Such is the tyrant’s recompense:tis just:

friends... He who is evil can receive no good;”
(p. 73) (p. 227)
(tone) Prometheus Bound

|
Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Bound

1 Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Bound
( Mercury)



Hermes :

Prometheus

You got yourself into this bind by being -
once before! - as obstinate as now.

. But can't you see that | would rather bear

my agony than be a slave ¥ like you?
(Prometheus Bound , p. 97)

Prometheus Unbound

Mercury
Prometheus

(Spirits)

Alas! | wonder at, yet pity thee.

. Pity the self-despising slaves of Heaven **

Not me, within whose mind sits peace serene.
As light inthe , throned : how vain is talk!
Call up the fiend.

(Prometheus Unbound 1p. 228)

(chorus of Spirits)



Prometheus Unbound
3

Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Unbound 3

(Thetis)
(Peleus)

.. | have presumed to employ  similar
licence. The Prometheus Unbound of Aeschylus
supposed the reconciliation of Jupiter with his
victim ... Had Iframed my story on this model,
| should have done no more than have attempted
to restore the lost drama of Aeschylus ...But, in
truth, | was averse from a catastrophe so feeble as
that of reconciling the Champion with the Oppressor

of mankind...

(Prometheus Unbound , p. 215)



lone :

Prometheus Bound

Prometheus Unbound

(Asia) (Demogorgon)

...Its countenance, like the whiteness of bright snow,

2



Its plumes are as feathers of sunny frost,

Its limbs gleam white, through the wind-flowing folds
Of its white robe, woof of ethereal pearl.

Its hair is white, the brightness of white light
Scattered in strings ; yet its two eyes are heavens
of liguid darkness, which the Deity

Within seems pouring..
(Prometheus Unbound ,,. 279)

Prometheus Unbound

(Edmund Blunden) Prometheus Unbound



the beginning he seems mostly the Greek scholar,
imitating Aeschylus in English. Presently he finds his freedom,
and that is appropriate to the transition from Prometheus
on the rock to the happiness won for life by his endurance...D

2.3. (Myth-making)

19

19
(Victor

Frankenstein)

D Edmund Blunden 1editor 1Shelley , Percy Bysshe ; Selected poems
(London : Collins 11973) , p. 214,



2

Frankenstein ; or 1 the Modern Prometheus
(gothic novel)

Mourning Becomes Plectra
(Lavinia)

Frankenstein ; or 1 the Modern Prometheus
) Prometheus Bound
) (Pubius

Ovidius Naso) M etamorphoses
(Plasticator 1a figure who



creates and manipulates man into life)1l

Prometheus Bound

Metamorphoses

..Wealth was an inferior object, but what

glory would attend the discovery if I could banish
disease from the human frame and rencer man
invulnerable to any but a violent death!

( Frankenstein ; or 1the Modern Prometheus , p. 299 )

o (ighy

(dark world)

1 Maurice Hindle 1 editor 1Frankenstein : or 1 the Modern Prometheus
(London : Penguin Books 11992) , p. xxiv.



| (new species)

No one can conceive the variety of feelings
which bore me onwards, like a hurricane, in the
first enthusiasm of success. Life and death appeared
to me ideal bounds, which Ishould first break through,
and pour a torrent of light into our dark world.
( Frankenstein 1 or ; the Modern Prometheus 1p. 314 )



..one of the first results of those sympathies

for which the daemon thirsted would be children, and
a race of evils would be propagated upon the earth
who might make the very existence of the species of
man a condition precarious and full of terror. Had |

right, for my own benefit, to inflict this curse upon
everlasting generation?...

( Frankenstein , or ; the Modern Prometheus 1pp. 435436 )

Prometheus Bound

Metamorphoses (Ovid)
200

Metamorphoses

(Deucalion)



..Whether with particles of heavenly fire,

The God of Nature did his soul inspire ;

On earth, but new divided from the sky,

And, pliant, still retain'd th’ ethereal energy :

Which wise Prometheus temper'd into paste,

And, mix't with living streams, the godlike image caste...
From such rude principles our form hegan ;

And earth was metamorphosed into man.2

Metamorphoses
Frankenstein, or ; the Modern Prometheus.
“creator of new species’ B3 “creator of
mankind” 4

..A new species would bless me as its creator and
source ; many happy and excellent natures would
owe their being to me. No father could claim the
gratitude of his child so completely as | should

D Ovid , Metamorphoses 1 trans . Dryden , quote in Maurice Hiridle 1
editor, Frankenstein ; or, the Modern Prometheus 1 . XXiv .

B Maurice Hindle , editor 1Frankenstein : or 1 the Modern Prometheus
p. 314,

% 1bid. |, p. xxiv.



deserve theirs..
( Frankenstein ; or Lthe Modern Prometheus , p. 314)

Matamorphoses
(Particles of heavenly fire)

(calvanizing)

“Modern Prometheus”



“| bore a heli within me which nothing
could extinguish.”

But | was in reality very ill, and surely
nothing but the unbounded and unremitting
attentions of my friend could have restored me
to life. The form of the monster on whom |
had bestowed existence was forever before my
eyes, and | raved incessantly concerning him...
( Frankenstein ; or, the Modern Prometheus 1. 323 )

Frankenstein ; or 1the Modern Prometheus



“modem Prometheus” “modem”

“modem Prometheus” (round character)

..now that I had finished, the beauty of the dream vanished,
and breathless horror and disgust filled my heart.
( Frankenstein ; or 1the Modern Prometheus 1p. 318 )



fl

' BV

..My duties towards the beings of my own
species had greater claims to my attention because
they included a greater proportion of happiness or
misery. Urged by this view, I refused, and I did
right in refusing, to create a companion for the first
creature...
( Frankenstein ; or 1the Modern Prometheus 1p. 490 )

“modern

Prometheus”
19

Imvsoy?2



(conflict)



Prometheus Bound

..We witnessed a most violent and terrible thunderstorm.
It advanced from behind the mountains of Jura, and the
thunder burst at once with fightfui ioudness from various
quarters of the heavens... and so soon as the dazzling light
vanished, the oak had disappeared, and nothing remained
but a blasted stump...
( Frankenstein ; or, the Modern Prometheus , p. 300 )

light fire  thunder
“modern  Prometheus”



2.4,

“a convenient way to present universal themes
deeply and instantly to wide audience.”5
(Jean-Paul Sartre)

Jean-Paul Sartre has been quoted as saying that
he is always looking for myth, “  other words for
subjects so sublimated that they are recognizable to

15Gordon E Bigelow , The poet’s third eye ( New York : Philosophical
Library ) , p. 86



everyone without recourse to minute psychological

details.’6
(literary symbol)
(Venus) (Nascissus)
(Persephone)
1899

Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé

“sotie”
T sotle

“Une action gratuite”

Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé

18hid . 1p. 87,
7 1 1 ,
( : 125% ) 1



Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé

P-I



41

Je "aime que ce qui " est pas
acheve. livre fini me donne r impression
d’ une chose morte, a laguelle on ne peut
plus toucher. livre en train de se faire
8, pour moi, tout r attrait d’ un étre vivant. 9

Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé

BAndré Maurois 1De Gide a Sartre ( Paris : Librairie Académique Perrin 1
1965 ), p. 17.



Je suis riche bien plus que I'on ne
peut imaginer. Tu es a moi 1il est & mai ;
tout est a moi. - Vous me croyez banquier ;
Je suis bien autre chose. Mon action sur Paris
est cachée... Qui, j’ a surtout r esprit d’ initiative.
Je lance. Puis, une fois une affaire lancée, je
la laisse ;je "y touche plus.

(Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé 1p. 84 )

(Damocles) (Codes)

(carcon)
19

4



Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé

Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Unbound

(la Madeleine)

19

“conscience d’ étre”

..Messieurs, j’ a beaucoup fait pour les hommes.



Messieurs, j'ai passionnément, éperdument et

déplorablement aimé les hommes. - Etj’ a tant

fait pour eux qu’ autant dire que je les a faits

eux - mémes 1car auparavant qu’ étaient - ils?
étaient, mais ’ avaient pas conscience d’ étre,

- Comme un feu pour les éclairer, cette conscience,

Messieurs, de tout mon amour pour eux je la fis.
(Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé , p. 69)

“Au mois de mai 189.. 1deux heures aprés midi 1on vit ceci qui put paraitre

étrange...”

19

Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé



Frankenstein ; or 1the Modern Prometheus

Le Prométhée Mai Enchainé

8l

Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé



1

Prometheus Bound

“modern Prometheus”

Prometheus Unbound

Prometheus Unbound

1899

Le Prométhée Mat Enchainé



47

.the mythical value of myth remains preserved, even
through the worst translation. Whatever our ignorance of
the language and culture of the people where it originated,
a myth is dtill felt as a myth by any reader throughout the
world. Its substance does not lie in its style, its original
music, or its syntax, but in the story which it tells.2)

Le Prométhée Mal Enchainé

2Gordon E . Bigelow , the poets third eye , . 84
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