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Content, Format structure and Functional Roles of Editorial Pages  Daily Newspapers.

The purpose of this research is to study the content, the format structure, the importance of editorial pages
and the functional roles of editorial pages  daily newspapers. The research was carried out by analyzing the content of
eight daily newspapers which were classified as quality newspapers and quantity newspapers. The first category
consisted of Siamrat, Bangkok Post, Matichon and Krungthape Turakit. The latter were Thairat, Daily News, Baan Meung
and Kao Sod. The study focused on the development of editorial pages of each newspaper from the time when they were
founded until today.

The study revealed that quality newspapers stressed the importance of editorial pages more than quantity
newspapers considering the following criteria : 1. The format structure of editorial pages : Quality newspapers contained
more variety of components than quantity newspapers; such as editorials, reader’s opinion, letters to editor, newspaper’s
comment article and columns, information about publishers, voices from other press etc. 2. The content of editorial
pages . Both types of newspapers presented similar genres of news articles. The issue mostly focused on was politics,
followed by economics. According to the study, it was found that the Bangkok Post was the only newspaper to put
emphasis on international issues over political news. 3. The importance given to editorial pages : The study showed that
when taking the amount of space provided by the newspapers into account, quality newspapers gave much more space
for editorial sections than quantity newspapers. Between one and two pages were used for editorial columns  quality
newspapers, while editorial sections the latter type of newspaper accounted for only part of a page. 4. The functional
roles of editorial pages : Reading the purposes behind the articles on these pages, the study showed that both kinds of
newspaper heavily focused on the presentation of ideas. Quality newspapers reflected more varied roles than quantity

newspapers. The editorial pages of quantity newspapers rarely function as a public stage for ideas.
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