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The purposes of this research were to study the factors of critical care nurse’s
competencies and the variables which described those major factors. A sample of 1,082 critical
care nurses in governmental hospitals all over the country, who has been at least two years of
experience were selected. The research instrument was a questionaire consisted of ten
competencies of critical care nurse. The reliability of the instrument, calculated by the Cronbach
Alpha Coefficient, was .9932. The data were analysed by Immage Factoring method with Varimax

Orthogonal rotation. The results were as follows:

There were nine significant factors of critical care nurse’s competencies;

1) Leadership, a major factor of critical care nurse's competencies, which described by
64 items, can be accounted for 39.8 percent of total variance, 2) General nursing care, which
described by 29 items, can be accounted for 6.6 percent of total variance, 3) Nursing technique,
which described by 20 items, can be accounted for 2.5 percent of total variance, 4) Critical care
nursing, which described by 9 items, can be accounted for 2.5 percent of total variance, 5)
Nursing Specialist, which described by 9 items, can be accounted for 1.8 percent of total variance,
6) Basic nursing care, which described by 8 items, can be accounted for 1.4 percent of total
variance, 7) Pubic relation, which described by 4 items, can be accounted for 1.2 percent of total
variance, 8) Management, which described by 5 items, can be accounted for 1.0 percent of total
variance, 9) Monitoring, which described by 4 items, can be accounted for 1.0 percent of total

variance. All these factors can accumulated 57.8 percent of the variance.
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