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This research takes a qualitative methodology to analyse potential effects of
social and cultural changes on the family, health status and interpersonal relationships
among people who suffer from demeatia, their family and their caregivers. Data are
collected mainly by using participant observation,and interview techniques.

Findings reveal that the family is the first and the most severely effected unit hit
by social and cultural changes. Pervasive global capitalism has altered the size and
composition of contemporary Thai family considerably. Nuclear family is now the
dominant pattern of Thai family structure, it is also found that the boundary of caregiving
is extended beyond the family to a highly professional caregiver.

This research helps us understand “health” from a sociological perspective.
With reference to dementia patients, it suggests limitations in caregiving and proper
care models for dementia patients.
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