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# # 6180922524 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORD:
Chapapat Sotthianan : Vietnam’s ‘3 Nos’ Policy and Its Security
Relationship with the United States, 2010-2019. Advisor: Assoc. Prof. DR.
PUANGTHONG PAWAKAPAN

Sharing a common threat and strategic interest in the South China Sea
issue have continuously been the driving factor in the Vietnam-U.S. security
relations since 2010. Nevertheless, Vietnam will not seek to counter China by
becoming a military alliance with United States. It has been firm on its ‘3 Nos’
Policy: no military alliance, no foreign military base on its soil, and no alignment
with one country to against another. The ‘3 Nos’ Policy has been a tool to
maintain its relationship with China. Simultaneously, the policy allows Vietnam to
develop security ties with the United States. This study explores Vietnam’s ‘3 Nos’
Policy and Its Security Relationship with the United States during 2010-2019 by
adopting the concept of military alliance of Kenneth Waltz. It argues that the ‘3

)

Nos’ policy allows Vietnam to move closer to the United States but not to
antagonize China. Besides, Vietnam is able to hedge itself from the superpowers’
pressure while pursuing its own national interest. Although Vietnam’s security ties
with the United States has been strengthened, it has avoided the term and
activities of ‘military alliance’. Instead, the concept of ‘partnership’ is governed its

security ties with the United States so that it could insist that the country still

commits to the ‘3 Nos’ policy.
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