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# # 6180994724 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
KEYWORD:
Pakarin Rueangsirisuwan : President Donald Trump’s Anti-Mexican Rhetoric

as Imperial Discourse. Advisor: Kalaya Chareonying, Ph.D.

This Individual Study examines the rhetorical similarity between Donald
Trump’s speeches in 2017-2019 and the rhetoric of empire. The aim of the study is
to answer the questions: how Trump’s speeches are similar to the rhetoric of empire
and how Mexico responses to Trump’s racist speech? This is a qualitative research
that uses official Presidential statements, and speeches. Borrowing from David
Spurr’s concepts for The Rhetoric of Empire - Surveillance, Classification,
Debasement, Negation, Affirmation and Eroticization - as the conceptual framework,
it argues that Trump’s speeches are similar to the rhetoric of empire which reflects
the concepts of xenophobia, Nativism and white supremacy which are important
factors in transforming the relationship between the United States and Mexico.
Mexico at first retaliated against the US, but in 2019, Mexico's retaliatory attitude
changed towards promoting and building a better diplomatic relations with the
United States instead of a violent response. The Mexican diplomatic response, yet,
reinforces the superior power of the US in relation to Mexico, as well as the rhetoric

of empire through Trump’s speeches.

Field of Study: International Relations Student's Signature .......cccccovievrienne.

Academic Year: 2019 Advisor's Signature .......cccoeeeveveeeenen.
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! “| love the Mexican people, but Mexico is not our friend. When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending
their best. They’re sending people that have lots of problems, and they’re bringing those problems with us.
They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists.” Tu Donald Trump, "Full Text: Donal Trump
Announces a Presidential Bid," The Washington Post, June 16, 2015, https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-
politics/wp/2015/06/16/full-text-donald-trump-announces-a-presidential-bid/?arc404=true.

2 “We're going to secure the border... But we have some bad hombres here, and we're going to get them out.” Tu
"Who Exactly Qualifies as a 'Bad Hombre?'," Domingo Martinez, ussenauasduniwailag Robert Siegel, All Things
Considered, National Public Radio, October 21, 2016, https://www.npr.org/2016/10/21/498880610/who-exactly-
qualifies-as-a-bad-hombre.

® “People have been saying for years that we should talk to Mexico. The problem is that Mexico is an “abuser” of
the United States, taking but never giving.” lu Anthony Rivas, "Trump's Language About Mexican Immigrants under
Scrutiny in Wake of El Paso Shooting," ABC News, August 5, 2019, https://abcnews.go.com/US/trumps-language-

mexican-immigrants-scrutiny-wake-el-paso/story?id=64768566.
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4 Ron Elving, "With Latest Nativist Rhetoric, Trump Takes America Back to Where It Came From," National Public
Radio, July 16, 2019, https://www.npr.org/2019/07/16/742000247/with-latest-nativist-rhetoric-trump-takes-
america-back-to-where-it-came-from."With Latest Nativist Rhetoric, Trump Takes America Back to Where It Came
From."

> Jesus Velasco, "The Future of U.S.-Mexico Relations: A Tale of Two Crises," Mexico Center (2018): 8,
https://www.bakerinstitute.org/media/files/files/d5e26afb/mex-pub-twocrises-080318.pdf.

¢ Michele Lamont, Bo Yun Park, and Elena Ayala-Hurtado, "Trump's Electoral Speeches and His Appeal to the
American White Working Class," British Journal of Sociology 68 (2018): 23, http://nrs.harvard.edu/um-
3:HUL.InstRepos:34864122.

7 Jessica Gantt Shafer, "Donald Trump’s 'Political Incorrectness': Neoliberalism as Frontstage Racism on Social
Media," Social Medlia + Society 3 (2017): 1.

8 David Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire: Colonial Discourse in Journalism, Travel Writing, and Imperial
Administration (Durham: Duke University Press, 2004), 1.

° Martin Thomas and Richard Toye, Rhetorics of Empire: Languages of Colonial Conflict after 1900 (Manchester:
Manchester University Press, 2017), 6.

10 phillip W. Gray, "‘The Fire Rises’: Identity, the Alt-Right and Intersectionality," Journal of Political Ideologies 23,
no. 2 (2018)., 147.

" Thomas and Toye, Rhetorics of Empire: Languages of Colonial Conflict after 1900, 14.
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12 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 176.

3 Hannah Batten, "Rhetoric of the Far Right: A Rhetorical Analysis of Donald Trump and Viktor Orban," The
Review: A Journal of Student Research 20 (2019), https://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/ur/vol20/iss1/6 "Rhetoric of the Far
Right: A Rhetorical Analysis of Donald Trump and Viktor Orban," 4.

" Ibid.

> Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 25.

' Ibid, 27.
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7 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 26.
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28 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 65.

% |bid, 69.

2% If the state in which the Fuegans live should be fixed at zero in the scale of government ... New Zealand
would rank but a few degrees higher, while Tahiti, even when first discovered, would have occupied a
respectable position." Ibid, 64.

7 bid, 71.
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129 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 27.

130 Misha Ketchell, "A Field Guide to Trump’s Dangerous Rhetoric," The Conversation, June 20, 2020,
https://theconversation.com/a-field-guide-to-trumps-dangerous-rhetoric-139531.

131 Alice Deignan, Metaphor and Corpus Linguistics (Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing Company, 2005), 71.
132 “When Mexico sends its people, they’re not sending their best...” Tu Trump, "Full Text: Donald Trump
Announces a Presidential Bid."

13% “The ICE agency has no room to house the arriving surge, so many illegals are being released into American
communities.” Tu Quinonez, "(Un)Welcome to America: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Anti-Immigrant Rhetoric in
Trump’s Speeches and Conservative Mainstream Media," 64.

13% “For that reason, we will soon begin the construction of a great, great wall along our southern border. As we
speak tonight, we are removing gang members, drug dealers, and criminals that threaten our communities and
prey on our very innocent citizens.” lu Donald Trump, “Remarks by President Trump in Joint Address to
Congress,” (U.S. Capitol Washington, D.C., February 28, 2017), Office of the Press Secretary,
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/remarks-president-trump-joint-address-congress/

135 Quinonez, "(Un)Welcome to America: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Anti-lmmigrant Rhetoric in Trump’s

Speeches and Conservative Mainstream Media," 67.
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136 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 22.
BT 1bid, 64.

8 |pid, 74.
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voices discordant, their ges- tures violent and without dignity" Ibid, 63.

10 Ibid, 64.

1% Mimi Yang, "The Trump Wall: A Cultural Wall and a Cultural War," Cultural Studies Association 6, no. 2 (2017):
1, http://csalateral.org/issue/6-2/trump-wall-cultural-war-yang/.

192 Jenkins, "White Supremacy."
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193 “Sadly, the overwhelming amount of violent crime in our major cities is committed by blacks and hispanics-a
tough subject-must be discussed.” Tu Katie Reilly, "Here Are All the Times Donald Trump Insulted Mexico," TIME,
August 31, 2016, https://time.com/4473972/donald-trump-mexico-meeting-insult/.

199 Jean Guerrero, "Trump's Re—Election Strategy Is Torn from White Supremacist Playbooks," The Guardian,
September 9, 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/sep/09/trumps-reelection-strategy-is-torn-
from-white-supremacist-playbooks.

195 “When will the U.S. stop sending $'s to our enemies, i.e. Mexico and others.” Tu Reilly, "Here Are All the Times
Donald Trump Insulted Mexico."

146 Carmen R Lugo-Lugo and Mary K Bloodsworth-Lugo, "‘Anchor/Terror Babies’ and Latina Bodies: Immigration
Rhetoric in the 21st Century and the Feminization of Terrorism," Journal of Interdisciplinary Feminist Thought 8,
no. 1 (2014): 2-3.

197 Ketchell, "Donald Trump’s Wall Will Do More Than Just Prevent People Moving - It’s a Throwback to Colonial

Times."
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148 “I’m building a wall, OK? And it’s a wall between Mexico, not another country.” lu Reilly, "Here Are All the
Times Donald Trump Insulted Mexico."

199 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 76.

10 |bid, 77-78.

131 “If | were asked where | could find the most insolent, lying, thieving negroes, | should undoubtedly say at
Sierra Leone. Through some strange caprice the English have permitted a colony of semi-civilised Mricans to grow
up in order to experiment, perhaps, how wild and rank a colony of negroes can become when left to their own
sinful and wicked devices, unchecked and uncurbed by the hand of law.” Ibid, 79-80.

152 |bid, 81.
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153 “These tribesmen are among the most miserable and brutal creatures of the earth. Their intelligence only
enables them to be more cruel, more dangerous, more destructive than the wild beasts. Their religion fanatic
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82.

5% Ibid.

155 “Without us, without our intervention... these indigenous populations would still be abandoned to misery and
abjection...” Ibid, 77.
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(2018): 65.
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1% “They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists.” Tu Trump, "Full Text: Donal Trump
Announces a Presidential Bid."

159 “The problem is that Mexico is an “abuser” of the United States, taking but never giving.” Tu Rivas, “Trump's
Language About Mexican Immigrants under Scrutiny in Wake of El Paso Shooting."

160 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 77.

161 “When Hillary Clinton was Secretary of State, she allowed thousands of the most dangerous criminal aliens in
the world to go free inside America because their home countries wouldn’t take them back. These were people
guilty of murder, assault, rape, and all manner of violent crime.” Tu Donald Trump, "Presidential Candidate
Donald Trump Rally in Phoenix, Arizona," C-SPAN, posted October 3, 2016, Video, 01:36:07, https://www.c-
span.org/video/?c4820860/user-clip-trump-immigration

162 Quinonez, "(Un)Welcome to America: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Anti-lmmigrant Rhetoric in Trump’s

Speeches and Conservative Mainstream Media," 3.
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163 «A recent investigation shows that 30 percent of illegal immigrants who committed crimes were charged with new
offenses — such as rape, child molestation and attempted murder.” lu Lugo-Lugo and Bloodsworth-Lugo, "“Anchor/Terror
Babies’ and Latina Bodies: Immigration Rhetoric in the 21st Century and the Feminization of Terrorism," 51.

164 “| would build a great wall, and nobody builds walls better than me, believe me, and I'l build them very
inexpensively. | will build a great great wall on our southern border and Il have Mexico pay for that wall.” Tu
"Why Does Donald Trump Want to Build a Wall?," BBC News, May 23, 2019,
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/46811167.

165 Finley and Esposito, "The Immigrant as Bogeyman: Examining Donald Trump and the Right's Anti-lmmigrant,
Anti-Pc Rhetoric," 186.

166 | amont, Park, and Ayala-Hurtado, "Trump's Electoral Speeches and His Appeal to the American White Working
Class," 13.

187 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 93.

18 Ibid, 107.
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169 mwell, it hasn't any roof, and it hasn't any cellar, and it has no windows, floors, or chimneys. It's that kind of a
house." Tu Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 96.
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172 «“They're killing us at the border and they're killing us on jobs and trade. FIGHT!” Tu Reilly, "Here Are All the
Times Donald Trump Insulted Mexico."

173 “You look at countries like Mexico, where they’re killing us on the border, absolutely destroying us on the
border. They’re destroying us in terms of economic development.” Reilly, "Here Are All the Times Donald Trump
Insulted Mexico."

7% Quinonez, "(Un)Welcome to America: A Critical Discourse Analysis of Anti-lmmigrant Rhetoric in Trump’s
Speeches and Conservative Mainstream Media," 5.

17 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 93.

176 "Businesses are leaving our country like they’ve never left before. They’re going all over. They’re going to

Mexico, that | can tell you. Mexico is like the eighth wonder of the world.” lu Reilly, "Here Are All the Times

Donald Trump Insulted Mexico."
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Y7 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 110.

178 bid, 114.

' Ibid, 111.

180 Ibid, 109.

181 “The Algerian departments are part of the Republic, they have been French for a long time; their population,
which enjoys French citizenship and which is represented in parliament, has given too much proof of its
attachment to France for France to call into question its unity.” Ibid, 123.

1% |bid, 121.

' Ibid, 114.

184 «

I knew then the meaning of the white man's duty. He has to take all the risks.... wherever there are dark men

who live only for their bellies.” Ibid, 111-112.
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185 | ugo-Lugo and Bloodsworth-Lugo, "‘Anchor/Terror Babies’ and Latina Bodies: Immigration Rhetoric in the 21st
Century and the Feminization of Terrorism," 46.

186 “The huge number of foreign children born on U.S. soil- roughly 340,000 per year— is also an economic
imposition on Americans, who pay taxes to help raise, feed, and educate those children of illegal migrants.” Ibid,
a6.

187 “Additionally, U.S.-born children of illegal aliens are entitled to American public schools, health care, and
more, even though illegal-alien households rarely pay taxes.” Ibid, 44.

188 Jenkins, "White Supremacy."

189 Hans de Bruijn, "Donaldstrump’s Rhetoric: An Analysis of His Frames," Delft University of Technology:
Institutional Repository (2016): 4.

190 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 114.
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1 “In damp-hot climates ... the sexual requirements of the passive exceed those of the active sex; and the result
is a dissolute social state, contrasting with mountain countries, dry-cold and damp-cold, where the conditions are
equally balanced or reversed." lu Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 180.

192 “Oh zone so hot and glowing, Queen of the earth art thou; Sand is thy mantle flowing, The sun doth crown
thy brow. Of gold, thou queenly woman, Are all thy clasps and rims, That fasten with fiery splendor The garment
to thy burning limbs.” Ibid, 177-178.

93T

oved the country so that | was happy as you are after you have been with a woman that you really

love...” Ibid, 171.
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194 “prostitution is a kind of sport among female students in Abidjan ... This kind of behavior was acceptable.”
Ibid, 181-182.

%5 “One in three (immigrant) women is sexually assaulted ... thousands of young sirls and women (are) smuggled
into the United States (to be sold) into prostitution and modern-day slavery.” Tu Jéréme Viala-Gaudefroy, "How to
Manufacture a Crisis: Deconstructing Donald Trump’s Immigration Rhetoric," The Conversation, February 12, 2019,
https://theconversation.com/how-to-manufacture-a-crisis-deconstructing-donald-trumps-immigration-rhetoric-
111049.

196 “American-born children of undocumented immigrants, you want me to say that? No. I’ll use the word Anchor
Baby... I'll use the word Anchor Baby” Tu Lugo-Lugo and Bloodsworth-Lugo, "“Anchor/Terror Babies’ and Latina
Bodies: Immigration Rhetoric in the 21st Century and the Feminization of Terrorism," 39.

97 “You want me to say that? (American-born children of undocumented immigrants) No. 'l use the word
Anchor Baby... Il use the word Anchor Baby.” Ibid.

%8 Ibid, 11.

%% Ibid, 38.
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20 Gabe Ignatow and Alexander T. Williams, "New Media and the 'Anchor Baby' Boom," Journal of Computer-
Mediated Communication 17 no. 1 (2011): 60.

21 Jenny Lederer, "‘Anchor Baby’: A Conceptual Explanation for Pejoration," Journal of Pragmatics 57 (2013): 248.
292 Darweesh and Abdullah, "A Critical Discourse Analysis of Donald Trump's Sexist Ideology," 87.

203 “They’re bringing drugs. They’re bringing crime. They’re rapists.” Tu Trump, "Full Text: Donal Trump
Announces a Presidential Bid."

204 adia Robinson, "2020 Candidates Julian Castro, Beto O'rourke, Both from Texas, Slam President Trump over
Mass Shootings," ABC News, August 4, 2019, https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/2020-candidate-julian-castro-
responds-el-paso-mass/story?id=64744404.
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2% Edoardo Baldaro and Matteo Dian, "Trump’s Grand Strategy and the Post-American World Order,"
Interdisciplinary Political Studies 4, no. 1 (2018): 36.

206 |bid, 20.

27 Spurr, The Rhetoric of Empire, 4.

208 \/elasco, "The Future of U.S.-Mexico Relations: A Tale of Two Crises," 24.

29 |bid, 14.

210 will build a great, great wall on our southern border. And | will have Mexico pay for that wall." Tu William
Cummings, "Fact Check: Trump Says He 'Obviously' Never Said Mexico Would Pay Directly for the Wall. But He
Did," USA Today, January 10, 2019, https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/10/fact-check-trump-
mexico-pay-indirectly/2535573002/.

211 “Don’t be so stubborn, I’m not going to pay for that f—king wall.” T Paulina Villegas and Elisabeth Malkin,
"Drum Rolls for Trump’s Speech? More Like Eye Rolls in Mexico," The New York Times, January 8, 2019,

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/08/world/americas/trump-border-wall-speech-reaction.html.
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212 Yang, "The Trump Wall: A Cultural Wall and a Cultural War," 1.

213 | regret and condemn the decision of the United States to continue construction of a wall that, for years, has
divided us instead of uniting us.” lu "Mexico: We Will Not Pay for Trump Border Wall," BBC News, January 26,
2017, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-38753826#.

218 ''ve said time and again; Mexico won't pay for any wall.” Ibid.

215 “Mexico doesn't believe in walls.” Ibid.

216 Jose W. Fernandez, "Lopez Obrador Goes to Washington to Play Nice with Trump," Foreign Policy News, July 8,
2020, https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/07/08/\opez-obrador-mexico-trump-trade/.

17 Ibid.

218 «

Trump is going to have to learn to respect us ... every time he does what he did today, he will have a direct

answer. ... He uses his Twitter, his Facebook—I am going to use it too. And I’'m going to say what | think.” Ibid.
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