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~ This documentary research is aimed at f_indin% -whether and how
the |deology of the Palangdharma Party and its change caused the
rise and fall of the party i Thai politics.

It is discovered that the political prosperity of the
Palangdharma Party resulted from the compatibility of the party's
ideology with the then social situation. The, Ie%ltlmacy crisis “of
politicians and political parties together with the personality of
Palangdharma' leader - General Chamlong Srimuang made the partY's
ideology (1U|te attractive among voters in Bangkok. However, the
ideological change from the virtue-centered to the popularity-center
ideology after the changes of the party's leader and the conflicts
between  the party and other member parties of the coalition
?_overnments brought about a substantial loss of its popularity. This
inally led to the decay of the party.
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