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The main purpose of this research was to study the relationship
between people’s authoritarian perspective and their precepts of the
surveillance on the press. with the purposive sampling technique, 200
people were selected to be the sample divided into 3 groups: Government
officers’, Professional and the Public. The public was subdivided into
parents, teachers and students. The questionairs designed for data
gathering  consisted of the questions about respondents’ demographic
information and the attitude rating scale of their exposure to the mass
media, of their authoritarian characteristics, of their precepts of the
surveillance on the press, and of their opinions about the press
performance. Finally, data analysis was presented in a form of percentage,
mean, one-way analysis of variance (one-way ANOVA), t-test, test of mean
difference by t-method, and the Pearson Product Moment of Correlation.

The results indicated that 1) the authoritarian precepts were
significantly different according to group types, age and the exposure to
the mass media, 2) the precepts of the surveillance on the press were
significantly different according to group types and the exposure to the
mass media, other factors did not have significantly different effects of
the precepts of the surveillance on the press, 3) the opinions about the
press performance were significantly different according to sex, other
factors did not have significantly different effects of the opinions about
the press performance, 4) the authoritarian precepts were significantly
correlated to the surveillance precepts, ones who expressed the high
authoritarian perspective would show the high surveillance on the press,

5) the authoritarian precepts were not associated with the opinions about
the press performance in terms of both present performance and
responsibilities for codes of ethics and for social and cultural effects.
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