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Background & Aim  The aim of this stucy was to establish whether the serum Hepatitis-C
ribonucleic acid (HCV-RNA) levels measured by semi jantitative polymerase chain reaction (PCR) method
have a correlation with the severity of hepatic inflammation graded by standard Histologic score.

Methods  Chronic hepatitis-C patients were included in this study on the basis of positive anti-
HCV test by second generation enzyme immunoassay ind HCV-RNA test ty PCR method. Patients with
alcohol abuse, coinfected with other viruses and those who were taking immunomodulatory therapy were
excluded. Serum samples were measured for HCV-RNA levels by quantitative PCR method using Amplicor
Monitor® kit. Liver histologic activities were evaluated and scored using Scheuer system by the only one
pathologist who was blinded to HCV-RNA and transaminases levels.

Results ~ Atotal of 37 patients were included in this study. There were 26 male and 11 female
patients. 27 (72.9%) patients had previous transfusion history and 10 (27 19} patients were sporadic. The
correlation coefficient between HCV-RNA levels and Scheuer scores were and 0.3023 (p=0.069). The
correlation coefficients between serum ALT and AST V. Scheuer scores were 0.2819 (p=0.086) and 0.5245
(p=0.001), respectively. There was no difference in histologic activities between transfusion and sporadic
groups with the mean Scheuer scores of 5.4074 and 5400(L, respectively (p=0.921).

Conclusions Qur results showed that the currelation of the serum HCV-RNA levels and liver
histologic activities are poor. Serum transaminases levels especially AST have a better correlation with
histologic activities but clinical implication of this finding needs to be fiirthe- dtermined.
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