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This study examines whether western news agencies which control
most of the international news flow report news of eastern countries more
negatively than news of western countries and whether such differentiated
reporting, if really exists, is due to biases towards the eastern region.

The study compared news coverage of selected eastern and western
countries by 2 western news agencies AP and Reuters and 2 eastern news
agencies  Kyodo and xin Hua.

The countries selected as cases were Germany, Italy and Spain from
the west and Indonesia, Thailand and Singapore from the east. These
countries were relatively comparable in terms of social, political and
economic stability.

The results indicated that the western news agencies as a whole
reported more negative news than their eastern counterparts but there was
no evidence of bias. In addition, the results also suggested that the
difference in reporting was due to the different situations of the six
countries and the political systems in which the news agencies operated
rather than bias.
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