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The objective of this research was to study the attitudes of wuniversity students in Bangkok
M etropolis towards the roles of two Thai newspapers- The Thai Rath and The M atichon- in the
following functions: responsibility and fairness in news reporting, adequacy of content, com munity
representation, freedom from pressure, protection of public welfare, responsibility for the content
of advertisements, and for a moral and ethical approach to news and comment. The study also
focused on the attitudes towards the functioning of the two newspaper of the students of different

demographic characteristics.

Tne survey sample was 446 students from four universities in Bagkok.Questionnaires were
used to collect the data and statistical procedures for analyzing the data were Percentage, Mean,

T-Test and One-Way Anova.

Results of the study showed that outof the 446 sampling, female students read The Thai
Rath and The Matichon more than male students. M ost of them are in their second year and their
parents are mostly business people. Most of the students spent 20 to 29 minutes reading the

newspaper.

The results also showed a statistically significant difference at 05 level in the students’
attitudes towards the roles of The Thai Rath and The Manchon in responsibility and fairness in
news reporting, adequacy of content, community representation, freedom from pressure, protection
of public welfare, responsibility for the content of advertisements, and for a moral and ethical

approach to news and commentL

There is a statistically significant difference at .05 level between genders and among years
of study in attitudes to the role of The Thai Rath. There 1s no statistically significant difference in
attitudes to the roles of The Matichon. As a result, the findings confirmed only some of the

assumptions.
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