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This is a comparative study of people’s participation at local level in the case of
setting up a village banks at the Tung Al Ho village and the Wat Po Sri village of Ubon
Ratchathani province. It is hypothesized that higher level of popular participation at the Wat Po
Sti village in due to economic, educational factors plus local leadership role.

The findings prove the hypothesis on level of participation.  Economic and
educational factors contribute to the popular participation but do not cause the variation in the
level of participation of hoth villages.

It is also found out that people’s participation in village bank help them to learn
about value of democracy. It is part of a political culture helping to cultivate political participation
at lower and higher levels.
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