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# # 4185229728: MAJOR MASS COMMUNICATION

KEY WORD: GAMBLING BEHAVIORS/ COMMUNICATION NETWORK/ UNDERGROUND
LOTTERRY/ GAMBLE/ GAMBLER
CHAWANUAN KANANUKUL: GAMBLING BEHAVIORS AND COMMUNICATION
NETWORKS OF THE UNDERGROUND LOTTERY GAMBLERS. THESIS ADVISOR:
ASS0. PROF. VIPHA UTAMACHANT, 172 pp. ISBN 974-333-898-5.

The Underground lottery is popular in Thailand, with participants from all
socioeconomic levels participating. Networks supporting the underground lottery are extensive,
involving many insiders who have relations with each other. Because the underground lottery is
an lllegal operation, information on iis structure and the behavior of the participants is not easlly
available.

The objective of this research is to study the behavior of the participants, including
that involved in information seeking or decoding, and gambling. Communication networks and
the interrelationships between insiders is also analyzed. The information obtained from the
research is analyzed within the framework of various theories and concepts. Particularly,
information seeking, selective processing, learning theory, intrapersonal communication, and
communication network development.

Result from the study reveal that methods of information seeking by participants of
the underground lottery are in accord with their beliefs. The paricipants normally uses a
communication tools, drawing from intrapersonal, interpersonal, group and mass communication,
From these four approaches sufficient information is usually gamered. The major factors
governing a participant’ s behavior are peer groups and mass communication.

A paricipant of the underground lottery is privy to a communication network
composed of insiders, namely fellow gamblers, sellers, buying-lists messengers, and brokers.
The relationships are tightly controlled, such that information is not available to outsiders of the
group.

Altraction of the underground lottery are the high prizes and exhilarating feeling
before the prize announcement. For these reasons the underground lottery is popular and is able
to generate high revenue for the brokers. The underground lottery business is prospering and is
stable, despite being illegal. This is because of the involvement of the palice.
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