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This research  involves an a tte m p t to  c la rify  and re -de fine  the  notion o f 

"G enera l W ill” as s tipu la ted  in Jean Jacques Rousseau ‘ร Social C on trac t as to  its nature, 

m eaning and s ign ificance  as well as to  p robe  its a p p lica b ility  in po litica l con text.. If these 

cond itions  fail, the notion w ill be m ere ly  one o f the extrem e idea lis tic  v iews. This research 

w as c o n d u c te d  b y  m eans o f adhere ing  sp e c ifica lly  to the con tex t o f “Socia l C o n tra c t” as a 

dom ain  o f s tu d y  an though t tex t - analysis a p p roach  inc lus ive  o f its h is torica l context, 

Rousseau ‘ร b io g ra p h y  w ith em phasis  be in g  p laced  on the re- in te rp re ta tion  o f Rousseau's 

in tention and his p rem ises

This research  p roce e d e d  on the basis  o f the hypo thes is  w ith  w h ich  intails 

tha t the  co n te n t o f Rousseau’s po litica l ph ilosophy as stipu la ted  in th is  tex t fa lls  short in 

te rm s o f a p p lic a b itity  due  to  its ove rw he lm ing ly  idea lis tic  nature. The notion 1 neverthe less 1 

w as rendered  unp rac tica l and inapp licab le  b y  its ve ry  own cond itions  w h ich  are ha rd ly  to be 

fu lfiled  in any c ircum stances  .M ore im portan tly  1 it is a ppa ren t upon investiga tion  tha t the 

notion o f "G enera l W ill” is to ta lly  se lf - con trad ic to ry .

A c c o rd in g  to  th is  research  ,it is found tha t the idea o f “ G enera l W ill” w hich 

underlies Rousseau ‘ร overa ll theo ry  o f Social C on trac t is ac tua lly  in a p p lica b le  due  to its 

ex trem e ly  idea lio ris tic  nature .U pon c lose  investigation  1 its various necessa ry  cond itions 

are im poss ib le  to  fu lfil and  the re fo re  rende r the overa ll notion inapp licab le . On the  con tra ry  1 

it de rived  from  the notion fo rm erly  p roposed  by  o the r th inkers be fo re  his tim es .This 

accoun ts  fo r lesure c red its  be ing a ttribu ted  to Rousseau and his p o l.ph ilosophy  and 1as a 

consequence  1 g ives b irth  to  an unp receden ted  question  w he the r he is an ingenius 

ph ilosophe r o r he is m ere ly  a  rhe to ric  man.
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