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This research involves an attempt to clarify and re-define the notion of
"General Will" as stipulated in Jean Jacques Rousseau ‘' Social Contract as to its nature,
meaning and significance as well as to probe its applicability in political context.. If these
conditions fail, the notion will be merely one of the extreme idealistic views. This research
was conducted by means of adhereing specifically to the context of “Social Contract” as a
domain of study an thought text - analysis approach inclusive of its historical context,
Rousseau ‘' biography with emphasis being placed on the re- interpretation of Rousseau's
intention and his premises

This research proceeded on the basis of the hypothesis with which intails
that the content of Rousseau’s political philosophy as stipulated in this text falls short in
terms of applicabitity due to its overwhelmingly idealistic nature. The notion 1nevertheless 1
was rendered unpractical and inapplicable by its very own conditions which are hardly to be
fulfiled in any circumstances .More importantly 1lit is apparent upon investigation that the
notion of "General Will" is totally self - contradictory.

According to this research ,it is found that the idea of “General Will” which
underlies Rousseau ‘ overall theory of Social Contract is actually inapplicable due to its
extremely idealioristic nature .Upon close investigation 1its various necessary conditions
are impossible to fulfil and therefore render the overall notion inapplicable. On the contrary 1
it derived from the notion formerly proposed by other thinkers before his times .This
accounts for lesure credits being attributed to Rousseau and his pol.philosophy and las a
consequence 1 gives birth to an unprecedented question whether he is an ingenius

philosopher or he is merely a rhetoric man.
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