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The research involves the attempt to study money investing practice
commonly found at the local-leveled politics during the election campaign. The research is
based on the “municipal members election held at Aranyaprathet sub-district, Sra-Kaew
province in the year 1995” as the case study and upon the hypothesis as follows; Money
embodies the fundamental element which has influential impacts upon the voting
behaviour of local voters and the extent of its impacts varies according to other factors such
as their living standards and the intimacy between them and the candidates. Despite other
factors which may also affect voting behaviour, it is definitely money that primarily
motivates and determines the voting decision of local people. This condition greatly
impedes the development of Thai political system, particularly at the local level where it is a
constant and recurrent practice. This research herein adheres specifically to the theory of
Democracy and ideas concerning Election as the conceptual framework.

Results of this research affirms some aspects of the hypothesis which entail
that the practice of money-investing, both legally and illegally, exists as a means of
electioneering for local politicians. In addition, during, the most recent election held, the
amount of expenditure bore by each candidate for this purpose increased markedly,
especially those spent illegally such as vote-buying and public catering etc.. Nonetheless,
money spent in this manner reached people through the hands of candidated’ relatives or
their reliable followers instead of via organized networks or warhorses as in the case of
MP’s election. Such practice constitutes one of the greatest impediments which deter the
development of Thai political system in that, through such practice, the unfavourable
election values were established and will have further far-reaching effects on the elections
held at other levels.
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