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This research examines the effect of news writing style on readers' recognition and
comprehension of news stories, and their evaluation of the news interest 1 credibility and the
importance of the news events. It compares news stories written in standard Thai with those written in
news language, and compares inverted pyramid with narrative news structures. Readers' educational
levels are also considered.

This experimental study, involving 320 subjects, consists of two parts. the first part,
subjects are divided into two groups, one read a news story written in standard Thai and the other read
one written in news language.  the second part, one group read news written in the inverted pyramid
style and the other group read news written in the narrative style. The researcher selected crime and
science news stories from daily newspaper and rewrote them so that they contain the characteristics of
the four styles and reprinted them with other news stories to imitate the real newspaper page. After the
subjects finished reading their assigned news stories, their comprehension and recognition of the news
stories and their evaluation of the news interest Icredibility and the importance of the news events.

Results are as follows:

1. Readers of standard Thai news stories scored better in comprehension and recognition
of the news stories. They also evaluate the stories as more credible, interesting and more importance
than the other group.

2. Readers of the narrative style scored better in comprehension and recognition than the
inverted pyramid style group. They also found the stories more interesting than the other group. The
two groups did not differ regarding their evaluation of the stories' credibility and importance.

3. There is no interaction between any writing styles and readers' educational level.
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