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The objective of this thesis is to study Thai elites'perception
of "Thongthin", namely the Lao settlements in Isan, Lanna and the Malay
states in the South, during the period of the government reform of Rama V
(1868-1910). This includes the factors and the process of change in the
Thai elites' perception of, as well as the reform process that followed
as applied to, these "thongthins".

The research finds that under the "Chakravarti state" during
the traditional/pre-modern period, Thai elites could accept the
'independence’ of "thongthins". In other words, the relations between
the court and the "thongthins" were rather loose and, generally, only
proofs of loyalty were required from "thongthins". However, during the
period of the government refrom in the reign of Rama V, the Thai elites
no longer accepted such principle of the traditional state system. They
began to perceive that there existed in "thongthins" many "weaknesses"
and "problems”,notably among them were the "backwardness",the "laziness",
the "uneducatedness",the "lack of law and order which led to the prevalence
of crimes”, and the "inefficiency" of tax collection. Such change in Thai
elites' perception of these "thongthins" eventually provided the basis for
the government reform of 1892. "Independent thongthins" of the traditional
period were therefore transformed into "thongthins" of the modern Thai
state,increasingly subjected to much tighter control of the central
government at the royal court.
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