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The o b je c t iv e  o f t h is  th e s is  is  to  s tudy Thai e l i te s 'p e r c e p t io n  
o f "T h o ng th in " , namely th e  Lao se ttlem en ts  in  Isan , Lanna and th e  Malay 
s ta te s  in  th e  South, d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  government re fo rm  o f  Rama V 
(1868-1910). T h is  in c ludes  the  fa c to rs  and th e  process o f  change in  the  
Thai e l i t e s '  p e rce p tio n  o f ,  as w e ll as the  re fo rm  process th a t  fo llo w e d  
as a p p lie d  to ,  these " th o n g th in s " .

th e  t ra d it io n a l/p re -m o d e rn  p e r io d , Thai e l i t e s  cou ld  accep t the  
'independence ' o f  " th o n g th in s " .  In  o th e r words, th e  re la t io n s  between 
th e  c o u rt and th e  " th o n g th in s "  were ra th e r loose and, g e n e ra lly , o n ly  
p ro o fs  o f  lo y a lt y  were re q u ire d  from  " th o n g th in s " .  However, d u r in g  th e  
pe rio d  o f  th e  government re from  in  th e  re ig n  o f Rama V, th e  Thai e l i t e s  
no longer accepted such p r in c ip le  o f  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  s ta te  system. They 
began to  p e rce ive  th a t  th e re  e x is te d  in  " th o n g th in s "  many "weaknesses" 
and "p ro b lem s ", n o ta b ly  among them were th e  "backwardness", th e  " la z in e s s " ,  
the  "uneduca tedness",the  " la c k  o f law and o rde r which led to  th e  p reva lence  
o f c r im e s ", and th e  " in e f f ic ie n c y "  o f ta x  c o l le c t io n .  Such change in  Thai 
e l i t e s '  p e rc e p tio n  o f  these " th o n g th in s "  e v e n tu a lly  p rov ided  th e  ba s is  f o r  
th e  government re fo rm  o f  1892. "Independent th o n g th in s "  o f  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  
pe rio d  were th e re fo re  trans fo rm ed in to  " th o n g th in s "  o f  the  modern Thai 
s ta te , in c re a s in g ly  sub jec ted  to  much t ig h t e r  c o n tro l o f  th e  c e n tra l  
government a t th e  ro y a 1 c o u r t .

The resea rch  f in d s  th a t  under the  "C ha k ra va rti s ta te "  d u r in g
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