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The purpose of this study was to examine the development of the front page design
of newspapers issued in Thailand and the factors causing the changes of design in each particular
period of time. The content on the front page of 11 sample newspapers was examined to
gather data. It was concluded that there were two broad periods of development; 1. the no-format
design period and 2. the format design period. However, these periods could be classified into 4
ages, namely:
1) The age of leaflet news. This was the earliest existing period of newspapers.
Some of them were: Bangkok’s Readers, Siam Daily Advertiser, and Official News.
2, ) Theage of front page advertisement. During this period, the front page was
allocated to advertisements for products only. The Bangkok Time, Chino-Siam Warasap, and Thai
were some newspapers that appeared during this age.
3, ) The age of similarity to international standard design. In this age there was cf
in the lay-out of the front page. There were black and white illustrations and head-lines included
which were similar to the lay-out of international newspapers. Some of the newspapers that
appeared were the Bangkok Time issued after 1941, Prachachart, Pim Thai, Bangkok Post, Siam Rat,
and Thai Rat.
4, ) The age of a variety of newspaper uniquenesses. Each newspaper developed
own special features. New technology was applied to the pagedesign and arrangement computer
graphics were used to help with art-work, illustrations, and lettering designs. The following are
some newspapers in this age; Bangkok Post, Siam Rat, and Thai Rat.
The factors causing these changes in the front page design were found to be:
technological advancement, social, political, economic, education, and competition among
communication media.
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