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The Study on Thai politicians” motivations to be members of the House of
Representatives is done by two methods : quantitative research and qualitative research. A
quantitative research makes use of the sampling of 104 members of the House of Representatives
elected on November 17, 1996 and that of qualitative research with in-dgpth interview of 19
members of the House of Representatives the research hypothesis are :

(1) Politicians at any level elected as MPs, individualy, have their own motivation
and desire which are also related to the power, interest, prestige, and social  economic and
political status.

(9 As MPs, politicians are likelyto  play theirrole in order to create their own
characteristicsto be discerned by the public. Elite politicians will serve as role model for them.

The quantitative research tells us there exists a significant relationship between
motivation to be MP with sex and individual business undertaking at the level of .05.

On the other hand, the result of qualitative research shows that politicians’
motivations to be MPs are of two reasons. First, to render service to society with political
consciousness.  Second, politicians want to safeguard their interest and to maintain their
reputation which agree the first research hypothesis.

As for motivation to take care of their interest, the result of the study shows that
most of politicians with this kind of motivation, are basically businessmen and will impact an
national politics in two ways, On positive side, their cleverness and wide vision will contribute to
better economy, politics and national development, able to create business network, having liberal
idea and bringing in new ideas in economics, finance and banking into administration

On the negative side, it can be that businessmen who are now MPs might create
a business monopoly, establishing base of power, practise corruption and exercise their authority
in order to accumulate prestige and power, and care less for ideology.

As MPs, politicians are likely to create their political role by imitating the
elite politican which agrees with the second research hypothesis.

The influence of the elite politician and the imitation of elite politicians by the
new MPs can lead them to distinctive role.
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