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This study is both quantitative and qualitative in nature. Its objective is to analytically 
study and compare the culture in political news coverage in three groups of reporters : new -  
generation, middle -  level, and senior. This culture is reflected in news-gathering behavior, 
professional conscience, and ethics. Factors that may influence this culture of political news 
coverage are also studies under a conceptual framework that incorporates several theoretical 
perspectives. These perspectives include organizational culture of media organizations, role of 
journalists, professionalism, press responsibility and journalistic ethics.

The study finds that there are two major areas of differences in the culture of political 
news coverage in the three groups of reporters ; that is, differences in perspective, and in 
practice. These differences are shaped primarily by contextual factors, professional 
conscience, organizational policy, educational background and journalistic experience. On a 
practical level, the study finds that the culture of political news coverage in middle-level and 
new generation reporters is more cooperative in nature when compared with that of the senior 
reporters. New-generation and middle-level reporters tend to help each other เท their news
assignments-writing, reporting and copying -  while the senior reporters tend to work more
independently and competitively in order to make their reports outstanding from others.

As for the difference in terms of perspective, middle-level and new -  generation 
reporters tend to be more self-centered and are more comfortable than the senior reporters with 
the idea of receiving gifts or souvenirs from news sources. The younger reporters regard gift­
giving as a gesture of appreciation. But this also depends on the value of gifts. If the gift is too 
valuable, then these reporters will not accept it. Most senior reporters said that they have never
accepted any gift from the sources. They also expressed strong positive feelings about their
profession. The senior reporters also adhere strongly to ethics that is said to be premised upon 
a well-known journalistic ideology of “not salable, not bribable.” This ideology is said to be 
transmitted from generations to generations of reporters.
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