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This thesis has two main objectives: the first one is to analyze the concept of non-violence presented in
Prioi Banonyong ~ The King of the White Elephant”, and the second one is to study how the social and political
environment contributed to the writing of this novel and its making into a film.

The stuay shows that Prici Banomyong creates The King of the White Elephant” in order to present the
idea of peace and to encourage the use of non-voilence. The producer — concept of peace and non-violence introduced in
the works can be usefully divided into three parts: politics, religion, and social concerns. In terms of politics, the
producer campaigns for peace and non-violence. However, the producer’s concept of non-violence in political term is
different from the ideas presented by nonviolentists. The producer accepts the use of violence in some cases in
accordance with the concept of Just War. In terms of religion, the Lord Buddha’s teachings are the main inspiration for
the producer to carry out these themes, especially the concept of inner peace which is the main concern according to the
Buddha principles. Nevertheless, the producer  interpretation of the Budaha’s teachings of non-violence is influenced
by political ideas. In terms of social concerns, the producer works for Structural Peace. The study shows that the concept
of peace and non-violence heing used by the producer is not only a Negative Peace- to prevent war or voilent actions,
but also to campaign for Positive Peace- to work for better society in tenus of social welfare,

As for the second objective, the study discloses that the domestic and international political situations
before World War 11 in Thailand informs the creativity of the work throughout. The main reason for writing the novel
and producing the film in English, is to declare Thailand  Impartial Policy. Moreover, the political ideas presented in
the work contradict the concept of Military Dictatorship which wes the dominant idgology at that time within Thailand
and among many other countries.
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