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‘ » (Refusal to Hate)
‘ “Overcoming lllusory Division Between Nonviolence as a
Pragmatic Strategy and a Way of Life” International University of
People’ Peace (IPUIP) 1996

“Sharp is quick to point out that his theory of nonviolence does not require its
practitioners to ‘love’ their opponents. Nevertheless, he suggests that the effectiveness
of nonviolent technique may be increased if the practitioners can refrain from hatred
and hostility. An absence of ill will may increase the likelihood of the conversion
mechanism to take place and win over the hearts of the opponents. Or when fighting
state apparatus with nonviolence, an absence of hatred or hostility can help undermine
the loyalty of the police and troops. As a result, their efficiency in carrying out orders to
deal with nonviolent actionists may be seriously compromised.” (Chaiwat Satha-Anand,
1996:15-16)
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