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This study aimed at psycho-social condition (mental health and environmental
conditions) o! male juvenile delinquents, with emphasis on their general background, delinquent
behaviors and state of mind after committing an offense. 70 male juvenile delinquents aged
10-14 & Ban Metla were interviewed. The results were as follows:

1. Concering their general background, 75.5 + were 13-14 years old, 72.6 + had
finished Prathom 6, 41.2 » had an average learning achievement, 54.3 « were recorded & a
school-runaway 37.1 « had to repeal classes and 67.4 « were from a broken home. Their
parents were not well-educated, had low income, and had a least 4 children. They were
neglected and brought up with mal-treatment. The juveniles, themselves, and their parents
were found ) take drugs. 28.9 + were found to have a family menber that had commmitted
an offense. 23.9 + Were found to have a peer group in their neighborhood who were fond of
wandering around and 17.7 % were drug addicts.

2. Regarding delinquent behaviors, 44.2 + were found guilty of stealing, 94.3%
had committed and offense for the first time, 72.9 + committed an offense in group, 82.9
+ had planned the activity before hand, 55.7 «+ did the job a night. 31.4 » ol the cases
were committed around the complainant's house, 66.0 » had not known the complainant
before, 45.8 % had been induced to commit an offense by a friend, 32.9 % followed a
friend’s acts even though they know that it was against the law because they wanted to
experience the risk, 32.9 » had decided not to continue committing crimes after the first
offense anil 38.6 oo would like to go back and live with their parents after being punished.

3. the study of the stale of mind after committing an offense revealed that most
of them had an average level of self-esteem while 52.8 % had low self-esteem and were
Oepressed.
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