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The objective of this study was to find out whether there actually were honeymoon periods
between newspapers and elected governments. It examined whether five randomly selected
newspapers portrayed, through editorials and commentaries, the last five elected governments of the
country more positively during their early days on duty than towards the ends.

The researcher compared the numbers of positive editorials and commentaries found during
the first 45 days or the first half of the “honeymoon period” to those found between the 46th and the
90* days or the second half of the “honeymoon period” and during the "post-honeymoon period.”

The result are as follows :

1. Positive editorials and commentaries are most numerous during the first half of the
honeymoon period and subsequently decline through the second half toward the post
honeymoon period. The differences were statistically significant at p<.01

2. Three types of benign portrayals of the governments are found : refraining from reproach,

showing support for the government, presenting the prime ministers’ personal stones.
The study concludes that honeymoon periods actually exist, and that benign portrayals of the
government most often found during the honeymoon periods are refraining from reproach. The

researcher also examined how the political circumstances might have affected the nature of the

honeymoon period of each government.
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