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The research findings could be summed up as follows: the characteris-
;tics cf citizenship in the history of Thai conpulsory education were developed
Idifferently depending on the economic, social, political, and governmental
Ichanges, including the administrative changes of different governments of
different periods. Such changes had direct effects on the writings of educa-

Itional laws, educational policies educational plans, and the compulsory
(education curricula.

The period between B.E.2435-2453 was the beginning of conpulsory
leducation. In this period, the characteristics of citizenship put emphasis
lon the knowledge and ability of good citizens (or v'rasadorn-an-kuan™) f ir
jbeing government officials. In various educational plans and curricula
1 citizenship was then specified: a good citizen was a well-behavéd person who
was honest and moral-minded; he studied "Dhammachar.i™ and "Chanya™; he was a
Jdaw-abided citizen who loved and took pride in his nation, and was loyal to
1 the king. In the period between B.E .2454-2474, the elementary education
statute was passed and the conpulsory education was used as a tool to polish
ithe youths to be good citizens, i.e., to be good persons, to have responsi-
bility, to earn a living honestly, to take pride in and preserve "Thai-ism,"
to love the nation and to think of the profit of the majority. In the period
ibetween B.E.2475-2490, the objective of conpulsory education enphasized the
‘pref aration of (good) citizenship under the democratic administration with
'the king as the head; one educational plan was proclaimed and implemented
in B.E. 2475 and another one in B.E.2479. AIll these served the aim that the
(youths had to devote themselves to the nation and to have patriotic hearts,
ji.e., they would béhave in a correct manner, earn a living honestly, abide by
1 the law, understand the democratic government, and think of the profit of the
jmajority.; Thus, they would take a moral and citizenship course. In the
period of''B.E.2491-2515, there was an expansion of a war of political ideals
ibetween democratic and socialistic-communistic ideals in which the government
jdeclared the implementation of the Educational Plan of B.E.2494 and the
jEducational Plan of B.E.2503. Three outstanding characteristics of citizen-
jship which were emphasized were the acknowledgement of public political and
isocial duty, the democratic spirit, and the education to earn a living. In
jthe period between B.E.2516-2520, the economic and political context caused a
[transformation of Thai education and the Educational Plan of B.E.2520 was
subsequently proclaimed and implemented until there was an implementation of
elementary education in B.E.2521 which listed the characteristics of citizen-
ship as follows: a good citizen had to have honesty and discipline; he should

be cultured, conduct himself according to traditions and be loyal to the
nation, the religion and the king.
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